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From the Southern Christian Herald. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS CF ARMINIAN VIEWS 
IN NEW ENGLAND 


Letters on the Origin and Progress of Arminian views in 
New England, from a distinguished New England Min- 
ister of the Guspel, to one in the South, 


LETTER XIII. 
April 7, 1837. 


My Dear Brother—Dr. Porter, in one of his 
letters written in 1830, says, “I am completely 
nonplused to see what Dr. ‘Taylor would be at. 
He began writing avowedly to correct what he 
thought common errors of our theologians; and 
next he supports his own views by quoting these 
theologians as concurring in sentiment with him- 
self.” This inconsistency of the New Haven Di- 
vines has often been noticed, and remarked upon 
with astonishment. Notwithstanding the claims 
set up by themselves, and their adherents to the 
merit of having made “ great improvements” in the 
science of ‘Theology ; yet when they are charged 
with having departed from the established ortho- 
doxy of New England, they repel the charge by 
insisting that they do not differ from Edwards, Bel- 
lamy, Dwight, Strong, &c. and that too, on the 
only points respecting which they profess to have 
made such “ great improvement.” 

Without dwelling on this inconsistency, I pro- 

to show by a few brief quotations, how utter- 
pravndiens is this claim. 

The first topic.to which I would direct your at- 

tention, isthe government of God. 


On this point, the New Haven Divines have | 


maintained the following positions, viz :—‘ That 
God has not complete control over the moral uni- 


verse———That moral agents can do wrong under | pp 


every possible influence to prevent it That God 
prefers, all things considered, that al] his crea- 
tures should be holy and happy, and that he does 
all in his power to render them so——That the 
existence of sin, is not, on the whole, for the best 
: That sin exists because God cannot prevent 
it in a moral system And that the blessedness 
of God is actually impaired by the disobedience of 
his creatures.” 3 

These positions are clearly maintained in the 
following passages, and many others that might be 


cited. 
‘God not only prefers, on the whole, that his 


creatures should forever aioe their duties, ra- 
ther than neglect them, but purposes on his part 
TO DO ALL IN HIS POWER to promote this very ob- 
ject in his kingdom.” Ch. Spec. 1832, p. 660. “It 
will be denied that free moral agents can do wrong 
under every possible influence to prevent it. The 
possibility of a contradiction, in supposing them to 
be prevented from doing wrong is, therefore, de- 
monstrably certain. Free moral agents can do 
wrong under all possible preventing influence.” 
Ch. Spec. 1830, 563. “But this possibility that 
moral agents will sin, remains (suppose what else 
you will,) so long as moral agency remains; and 
how can it be proved that a thing will not be, 
when for aught that appears, it may be? When 
in view of all the facts and evidence in the case, it 
remains true that it may be, what evidence or 
proof can exist that it will not be?” Ch. Spec. 

1830, p. 563.“ We know that a moral system ne- 
cessarily implies the existence of free agents with 
the power to act in despite of all opposing power. 

This fact sets human reason at defiance, in every 

attempt to prove that some of these agents will not 
use that power and actually sin.” Ch. Spec. 1€31, 

p- 617. “Itisa groundless assumption that God 

could have prevented all sin, or at least, the present 
degree of sin in a moral system. If holiness in a 
moral system be preferable to sin in its stead, why 
will not a benevolent God, were it possible to him, 

prevent all sin, and secure the prevalence of uni- 
versal holinéss? Would not a moral universe of 
perfect holiness, and of course, perfect happiness, 

be happier, and better, than one comprising sin and 

its miseries? And must not infinite benevolence 

accomplish all the good it cant Would not a be- 
nevolent God, then, had it been possible to him in 

the nature of things, have secured the existence of 
universal holiness in his moral kingdom?’ Dr. 


Taylor's Concio, p. 28. 


Now I am bold to affirm that these positions 
have never been maintained by any of the ortho- 
dox writers of New England, nor by any Divines 
claiming to be Calvinists, since the Reformation. 
The universal sentiment of New England Calvin- 


‘ists in relation to this subject, may be learned from 


the following extracts: 


PresipEntT Epwarps.—“Qbjectors may say, 
God cannot always prevent men’s sins, unless he 
act contrary to the free nature of the subject, or 
without destroying men’s liberty. But will they 
deny that an omnipotent and infinitely wise God 
could possibly invent and set before men such strong 
motives to be obedient, and have kept them before 
them in sucha manner, as should have influenced 
all mankind to continue in their obedience, as the 
elect angels have done, without destroying their 
libertv?” Decrees and Election, Sec. 19.— Sin 
may be an evil thing, and yet that there should be 
such a disposal and permission that it should come 
to pass may be a good thing.” ‘Treatise on the 
Will, p. 339. God does not will sin as sin, or for 
the sake of any evil; though it be his pleasure so 
to order things, that He permitting, sin will come 
to pass; for the sake of the GREAT GOOD THAT BY 
HIS DISPOSAL SHALL BE THE CONSEQUENCE.” Id. 
p. 343. 

Dr. Bettamy. ‘‘ Others, to solve the diffi- 
culties have asserted that it was not in the power 
of God to prevent the fall of free agents, without 
destroying their free agency, and turning them 
into intelligent machines, incapable of virtue as 
well as of vice. But it is enough for us, to con- 
fute this hypothesis, that it is contrary to plain 
Scripture representations, which teach us that the 
man, Christ Jesus, our second Adam, was a free 
agent, capable of the highest virtue, and yet in a 
confirmed state, so that he could not sin; as are 
also the saints and angels now in heaven. From 
whence it appears, that it was in God’s power to 
have confirmed all intelligences at first; and left 
them moral agents notwithstanding. Works Vol. 


1. p. 50. 3 

“ We agree, that if God had pleased, he could 

have hindered the existence of sin, and caused 
misery to be forever unknown in his dominions, 
with as much ease as to have suffered things to 
take their present course.” Id. p. 126. 
In the following passage, he quotes from his an- 
tagonist and answers the very objection which the 
New Haven Divines have so often urged on this 
subject. The objector says: “ For if once I should 
believe that it was wisest and best in Ged to per- 
mit sin, most for his glory and the good of his sys- 
tem, I should feel myself under a necessity to look 
upon sin as being, in ws own nature a good thing, 
for the glory of God, and good of the system; and 
that God delights in it as such. And that, there- 
fore, instead of hating sin, mourning for it in our- 
selves, lamenting it in others, we ought rather to 
esteem it as really a good and virtuous thing; and 
as such to rejoice in it, and even to keep an ever- 
lasting jubilee in remembrance of Satan’s revolt 
and Adam’s fall; events so infinitely glorious! 
Absurdities so shocking, that I never can believe 
them.” ‘To this, Dr. Bellamy replies. “ And 
absurdities, let me tell you, that if you did but un- 
derstand the scheme you are opposing, you would 
know they are, so far from following from it, that 
they are absolutely inconsistent with it. For the 
doctrine of the wisdom of God, in the permission 
of sin, supposes sin in itself, and in all its natural 
tendencies, to be infinitely evil, infinitely contrary 
to the honour of God, and good of the system. For 
herein consists the wisdom of God in the affair, 
not in bringing good out of good, but in bringing 
infinite good out of infinite evil, and never suffer- 
ing one sin to happen in all his dominions, but 
which, notwithstanding its infinitely evil nature 
and tendency, infinite wisdom can and will over- 
rule to greater good, on the whole.” Id. p. 145. 

* Now, since it is a plain fact, that sin and mise- 
ry .do take place in the system; methinks that 
every one who is a friend to God and the system, 
should rejoice with all his heart to hear, that the 
seed of the woman will bruise the serpent’s head, 
bring glory to God, and good to the system, out of 
all that evil that ever has taken place, or ever 
wil] ; (and the more good the better,) and so com- 
pletely disappoint the devil.” Id. p. 171. 


Dr. Hopkins. * Moral evil is, in its own 
nature and tendency, most odious, hurtful, and un- 
desirable; but in the hands of Omnipotence, infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness, it may be introduced 
into the most perfect plan and system, and so dis- 
posed and counteracted in its nature and tendency, 
as to be a necessary part of it, in order to render it 
_ complete and desirable.” System, Vol. 1. p. 
14, 


Dr. Dwicnr. —* That God could not pre- 
vent the existence of sin, cannot be maintained. 
He has prevented it in the angels who kept their 
first estate. He prevented it in the person of 
Christ; who, in his human nature, knew no sin. 
He has promised that he will prevent it, and he 
will therefore certainly prevent it in the spirits of 
just men made perfect in the heavens. Should it 
be said, that these beings, by their own voluntary 
agency, and without any interference, or influ- 
ence on the part of God, continue in a state of holi- 
ness; this supposition affects not the point at all, 
for God plainly could have created every moral 
agent with exactly the same attributes, and placed 
him in exactly the same circumstances, with those 
several being who persist in holiness. Whatever 
we suppose to be the means by which they are 
preserved from sin, those very means he certainly 
could have used, to preserve in the same effectual 
manner, ALL OTHERS.” System of Theol. Vol. 1. 
. 244, 245. 

“Tt will not be denied, that God is both able and 
disposed to plan a PERFECT SYSTEM OF Goop. It 
follows, therefore, that he certainly has planned 
such a system. Whatever accords not with his 
pleasure, upon the whole, accords not with his 
system; this being the thing which is agreeable 
to his pleasure ; but must be defective or super- 
fluous, out of place or out of time, aside from, or 
contrary to, the perfection of the system. Conse- 
quently, if the actions of voluntary beings be not, 
upon the whole, accordant with the pleasure of 


God, he was not only unassured of the accom- 
plishment of the end which he proposed in creating 


wal governing the universe ; but he entered, upon | 


sible that many things, which in themselves are 


on the other hand, that many things are, on the 


The wars and bloodshed, the despotism and bon- 
dage, the subtlety and dishonesty, the folly and,sin 


p. 447 


tian Spectator in 1819. How different from the 
views inclucated in the same work in 1882. | 


Yale College, a distinguished New England Di- 
vine.) I have before me a sermon of his, preached 
at Bethlehem in 1744, before the Association of 
‘ministers of Litchfield county, and published at 
their request. 
refute the very hypothesis which has of late, been 
revived and strenuously maintained by the New 
Haven Divines. 
ability of God to restrain sin, in a way consistent 
with the liberty of the creature.” 
extracts will show not only what were his views, 
but what were the views of the Association, and of 
Calvinistic ministers generally, in New England at 
that period. 


benevolent? Can he overrule all things for the 
of man, and will he not therefore do it, whenever 


to demonstrate that he will. 


another subserve the noblest and best purposes.” — 


distinguished advocate of the Wesleyan system, 
but having wisely decreed to make a world of pro- 


the counsel of my own will, and absurdly spoiling 
the work of my own hands.” 


sistently with these natures, the greatest good is 
obtained; because man refuses to have more. A 


of their ways; and to have made man a necessary 


this great work without knowing that it would be 
accomplished ; and was originally certain that the 
PERFECT Goop which he proposed, would never 
exist.” Id. p. 239. 


Dr. Strona. “Human incapability to bring 
the greatest possible good out of much evil—much 
sin—and much misery, is no argument that an 
infinite God cannot do it.”—Benevolence and 
Misery, p. 15. 

‘“* We ought to have such confidence in the wis- 
dom and goodness of God, when he tells us that 
some creatures shal] be always miserable under 
punishment, as to believe, that the eternal happi- 
ness of every creature, and the greatest happiness 
of the whole, are incompatible, and cannot come 
together into that plan or scheme of existence 
and government, which are the best possivle.”— 
Id. p. 120. 


CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR. 


*“ Now it is pos- 


right, would not be for the best, on the whole; and 
whole, for the best, which, in themselves, are 
wrong. I say this is possible; nay, it is certain. 
which overspread the earth, though in themselves 


wrong, are, on the whole, for the best.’-—Vol. 1. 


Such were the views inculcated by the Chris- 


Mr. Day. (Father of President Day, of 


The object of this sermon was to 


The title of the sermon is, **'The 


The following 


“Ts not the parent of the universe kind and 


best, and will he not?’ Can he restrain the wrath 
Reason and Scripture join 
If God does, there- 
fore, in every instance restrain sin, so far as it 
would be for the best, itis certain that whatever 
moral evil is in the universe, it shall somehow or 


it would praise him ? 


Preface, p. 4. 

** What I propose in the ensuing discourse, is, to 
establish God’s absolute dominion over the hearts 
of men; to evince his entire ability to govern and 
control the human heart, so that, to whatever 
enormous height the turbulent passions and vio- 
lent corruptions of men may arise; yet they are 
perfectly limited and curbed at the Divine plea- 
sure; so that it may with propriety be said with 
respect thereto, as is said concerning the boister- 
ous ocean. “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no 
further, and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed.” would be a lamentable considera- 
tion, indeed, if the horrid outrage and madness of 
men, was irresistible by Omnipotence itself; 
and if the allwise Governor and Superintendent 
of the universe, could not restrain and suppress 
the perverse rage of men, agreeably to his holy 
will.”—p. 5. 

“If it is not in the power of God to keep a free 
agent from sinning, with what propriety can he 
be directed to pray to God for reStraining gracé, | 
or that he may be preserved from sin.”—p. 14. 

“If we suppose the consequence of God’s cre- 
ating and upholding free agents, would be, that 
they might act entirely inconsistently with the 
Divine purpose ; that in the use of their freedom, 
God could not keep them in those bounds, which 
should eventually turn most for his glory, and the 
greatest good of the Society of intelligent beings ; 
but in direct opposition to the purpose of God, 
they should act in such a manner, as entirely to 
overthrow and subvert all the good which God 
proposed in the creation of intelligent beings, how 
shocking must the thought be! Upon this suppo- 
sition, al] the noble and excellent ends which God 
proposed in the creation of the universe, might be 
frustrated; for it not being in the power of God to 
restrain sin, and govern free agents, according to 
his will, they might, in every respect cross the 
will of God, and defeat every valuable end the 
Divine being proposed in their formation.” “Tt 
is very easy to perceive, that if it is not in the 
power of God to control the hearts of free agents, 
and restrain them from sin, according to his plea- 
sure, dreadful consequences may ensue. ‘The 
will of God may be crossed—the good he aimed 
at in the creation, be prevented—irreparable dis- 
orders introduced. ‘The friends of virtue would be 
filled with Jamentation. ‘The enemies of God and 
all good, would triumph and exult. Is it not easy 
to see that this might have been the terrible con- 
sequence, if it was not absolutely in the power of 
God to govern free agents ?”—pp. 24, 25. , 

‘We infer, that as God is able to restrain sin 
amongst the apostate, rebellious children of men, 
who are under the dominion of powerful vicious 
habits; so we can much more easi'y conceive, 
that he was able to have prevented sin in beings 
made originally holy.”—p. 27. 

The theory of the New Haven Divines in rela- 
tion to this subject, is the very theory which has 
uniformly been maintained by Arminians in their 
controversies with Calvinists. The grand objec- 
tion of Arminians to the Calvinistic doctrine of the 
Divine Decrees, has been, that it involves the posi- 
tion that God purposed or decreed the existence of 
sin; and when they have been asked, why God did 
not prevent the existence of sin, unless it was, on 
the whole, his purpose that it should exist !—their | 
reply has been invariably, in substance, as _fol- 
lows :—God could not have prevented sin without 
destroying the moral agency of his creatures ;— 
in other words, he could not have prevented all 
sin in a moral system. Thus Mr. Fletcher, the. 


represents the divine Being as saying, “I foresaw, 
indeed, that by such a final contempt of my grace, 
many would bring destruction upon themselves, 


bationers and free agents, I could not necessarily 
incline their will to obedience without robbing 
them of free agency, without foolishly defeating 


Thus also, the au- 
thor of the Errors of Hopkinsianism, (an avowed 
Arminian,) says. “No doubt but God sought the 
greatest good of the universe, consistently with 
his own nature, and the nature of man; and con- 


part of the human race choose death in the error 


agent, would have been to make him any thing be- 
sides an intelligent creature.” 


The principle assumed by both of these writers, 
(and the same is true of Arminians generally,) is, 
that God could not have prevented the existence 
of sin, without robbing man of free agency, and 
making him a necessary agent. The same ground 
is taken by the New Haven Divines. 


Should it be said, that those who maintain that 
God foreordained the existence of a moral system 
with the foreknowledge that sin would be neces- 
sarily incidental to it. do virtually maintain that 
he decreed the existence of sin [ reply :— 
This view of the divine decrees, Arminians have 
always been ready to admit; but they have not 
understood this to be the Calvinistic Coctrine, nor 
has it been so understood by Calvinists themselves. 
T’he doctrine which Calvinists have maintained, is, 
that the present systein, is the best conceivable 
system—that it is the very system which God pre- 
ferred to all others—and that notwithstanding the 


your own safety and protection. 


sin and misery which it includest it will result ina 
higher display of the divine glory, than any other 
system of which the infinite mind could conceive. 

hey have never supposed that God was unable to 
secure universal holiness in his moral kingdom; 
but have uniformly maintained that he permitted 
sin to exist, because he saw that he could so over- 
rule it and counteract its tendencies, as to render 
it conducive to the highest good of the universe. 
They believe that he can bring good out of evil, 


and light out of darkness; and that he will make 
the wrath of man to praise him, and restrain the 
remainder. 
perfect—that his plan is perfect—that his work is 
perfect, and that nothing will ever be permitted to 
exist, which was not included in his eternal pur- 
pose, and which will not be rendered subservient 
to his great and — designs. 


They believe that his character is 


ours affectionately, 


SHORT SERMON TO CHILDREN, 


He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, He shall gather 


the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his bosom. 
Isaiah xi. 11. 


Many of you, my little friends, have spent your 


pleasantest hours amidst the beauties of the gar- 
den, and the flowers of the field : and have you not, 
in your little rambles seen the skipping lambs look- 
ing innocently gay, and sporting by the side of 
their dams? 
happy, and enjoying themselves in the cheering 
sunshine; but perhaps at other times you have 
seen the tender creatures exposed tostormy winds, 
or pinching frost; your little hearts have pitied 
them, and been ready to fear that the severity of 
the winter would destroy them. In this distressed 
situation how delightful to see the kind shepherd 
come to their relief, gather them together, and 
lead them to a place of shelter and safety. 


It delighted you to see them thus 


Delightful, indeed, to see him take up the ten- 


der and feeble in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom till the little creatures are revived and 
cherished ; but children ] can tell you a more won- 
derful thing than this. 
Christ—the Son of God—who came down from 
Heaven to save sinners. 
great and glorious a person he was before he came 
into our world. And will it not surprise you to 
hear that this Jesus calls himself a Shepherd, his 
people, those who love and serve him, he calls his 
sheep, and the young and tender, such as you are, 
he calls his lambs. 


You have heard of Jesus 


You have heard how 


He calls you lambs because, like them, you are 


young, ignorant, and helpless, and like them you 
fly to others for safety and protection. 


You are but of yesterday, and know but little; 


little indeed of the God that made you; of the Sa- 
viour that came to redeem you. 
of the world in which you live, or of that world in 
which you are to live forever. 
of daily instruction both in the concerns of your 
eouland body; but your compassionate Shepherd 
has promised that he will feed his flock; he will 
feed you with the sincere milk of his word that 
you may grow thereby. 


You know little 


You stand in need 


fie has said, ask, and ye shall receive—scek, 


and ye shall find. 


Are you at a Joss what toask? Ask, above al} 
things his favour, which is life; and his loving 
kindness, which is better than life. Ask him to 
teach you more of himself, and of his greatness 


and goodness, that you may love him more and 


serve him better. 

You are not only ignorant, but like the feeble 
Jamb, you are helpless, and can do but little for 
You are exposed 
to many dangers that ygu know nothing gf, there 


Gre many disorders to whiclr your’ infant years are 


iatle, and a thousand accidents to which your 
tender frames are exposed. 

How happy, amidst all the weakness and dan- 
ger, to reflect that your kind Shepherd has pro 
mised to gather you in his arms, and carry you in 
his bosom! 

Your parents do much for you, and you have 
reason to thank God for them. But Jesus, your 
kind Shepherd, can do much more, he can supply 
all your need; in sickness he can save you, and in 
death deliver you; he can make you happy in this 
world, and happy for ever. 

Often think, children, how much love and com- 
passion are contained in those delightful words; 
he shall gather them in his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom. You know what it is to be folded in 
the fond arms of a compassionate father, and to 
hang on the breasts of a tender mother. 

How often have they wiped away your tears, 
and eased the little sorrows of your hearts! And 
while you are enjoying their love and affection, 
think, thus has my kind Shepherd promised to fold 
me in his arms. How condescending in him to 
notice such an ignorant and helpless creature as 
Tam! What an honour to be called one of his 
lambs! How safe | am under his protection! Ee 
is Almighty, and none can pluck me out of his 
hands. ‘he Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want 
any thing that is good for me. 

Blessed Jesus I desire to be one of the Jambs 
that thou wilt gather in thy arms, and carry in thy 
bosom. Iam ignorant, but I come to thee that I 
may be taught. I am weak and helpless, but I 
fly to thy arms for safety and protection. Make me 


one of thy lambs in love, in meekne-s and humi-. 


lity; let me never wander from thee or provoke 
thee to cast me out of thy fold. Keep me from 
every danger in this world, and fit me to dwell 
with thee for ever, in thy heavenly kingdom, 
Amen. 


From the Charleston Courier. 
TLE EARTHQUAKE IN SYRIA. 


The Rev. J. F. Lanneau, in a letter from Jerusa- 
lem, to his mother, brothers, and sisters, in this 
city, proceeds on the 13th of January, to say, 

How little do we know what a day will bring 
forth! Had I waited but one day longer I might 
have added as a sixth reason for special and heart- 
felt gratitude to God, Llis preserving mercy to me 
in a time of awful peril. : 

“The first day of January, 1837, will ever be a 
memorable one to the people of this land. About 


sunset on that day (the Sabbath), a severe shock 
of an earthquake was felt in this city, and through- 
out the whole length and breadth of the Holy 
Land, which has laid several towns in ruins, and 
destroyed many of their inhabitants. 
Missionary family were preparing to sit around the 
tea table, when suddenly the massive walls of our 
dwelling were shaken to their foundations, and 
threatened us with immediate destruction. 
blessed be God, the shock, though severe enough 
to throw down the tops of the Turkish Minarets on 
Olivet, and Mount Zion, and a part of the city 
walls, was but momentary, and so far as Jerusalem 
and the immediate neighbourhood are concerned, 
very little injury was sustained. But the tidings 
which continue to come in to us from the country 
north, is awful and distressing indeed. Nablous 


Our little 


But 


near the site of the ancient capital of Samaria, 
Nazareth, Tiberas, and Safet have each suffered 


severely. Reports have of course been exagyera- 
ted, and as yet authentic information has not been 


received. We have reason however to believe that 


40 or 50 persons have perished amid the ruins of 


fallen houses in Nablous. A few days since a 
Jetter from Nazareth stated that half of the Roman 
Catholic Convent there and a part of its splendid 
chapel had been thrown down, several other houses 
destroyed and some lives lost. Tiberias and Safet, 
both holy cities of the Jews, are said to be almost 
entirely ruined and great numbers killed. This 
intelligence has been peculiarly afflictive to the 
descendants of Abraham here. When the informa- 
tion arrived they all repaired to their synagogue 
and sat allday on the floor, mourning and weeping 
and bitterly lamenting this judgment of heaven, 
which they consider as sent upon them for their 
sins. 

The Jews have despatched messengers with 
clothing and money to assist in burying their dead 


at Tiberias, and we hope soon to have a definite 
and particular account of this heart rending catas- 
trophe. Since the heavy shock on the Ist we have 
had four or five other slight ones, and the people 
are still alarmed and fearful of a repetition of them. 
There are not wanting Prophets, confined princi- 
pally tothe Jews, who predict another and a more 
severe one, but they are not agreed as to the time 
when it will occur. The predictions vary from 
17 to 24 days. After the last earthquake here, in 
1834, it was predicted by one of these Seers, that 
on a certain day, the whole city would be destroy- 
cd. The day arrived, and multitudes of Moslems, 
Jews, and Christians who were apprehensive that 
the prophecy might prove true left the city, and 
remained in the fields until night came on, when 
there being no signs of the predicted destruction, 
their confidence was eDhot sufficiently so as to 
allow them to return to their homes. Whether 
the fallacy of the prophecy then, will allay the 
fears of the people now, under similar circum- 
stances, remains to be tested. So far as I have 
been able to learn, I think that few will be found 
credulous enough to place any dependence upon 
their present predictions.” 

‘“‘T have no time to mention one half of the re- 
ports to which this calamity has given rise. Would 
that I could say, that it had made any serious im- 
pression upon the minds of this ignorant, deluded, 
and perishing people. But alas, we fear that none 
have laid it seriously to heart, and drawn from it 
that lesson which it was undoubtedly designed to 
enforce. 

“ But I must close ; I shall write again as soon 
as we receive more particular information concern- 
ing the effect of the ne ecenenmel 


LONDON ANNIVERSARIES. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


In Paris the agent of the Society had issued, 
during the past year, 88,147 copies of the Scrip- 
tures, and since he commenced his labours there, 
four years ago, 286,878 copies. The colporteurs 
had circulated 43,510 copies. Dr. Pinkerton had 
visited Frankfort, Piedmont, part of Italy, Baden, 
Strasburg, Geneva, and many places in the South 
of France, and reported an increasing circulation 
of the Scriptures and demand forthem. A Flemish 
translation is much required. 'The work was pro- 
ceeding at St. Petersburg. ‘Theagentsat Stockholm 
had been authorised to print 15,000 copies of the 
New Testament. In Sweden, 1908 Bibles and 
9557 ‘Testaments had been issued during the past 
year, and about 70,000 copies from the commence- 
ment. The total distribution in Denmark was 
783,229 copies, not including 98,754 disseminated 
among the military. At Barcelona 16,000 copies 
were sold during the year: 14,700 Testaments in 
modern Greek had been sent to Athens. About 
8000 copies of the Scriptures had been sold at the 
China station, and treble the quantity might have 
been sold. ‘There was a great disposition to 
change prevailing amongst the Chinese. From 


‘Sydney and New South Wales very encouraging 


accounts had been received. The American Bible 
Society had issued last year 221,694 copies, mak- 
ing a total of 1,989,430. Ten thousand copies 
had been sent to the British possessions in North 
America. In the West Indies the grant of the 
Society had been: productive of the happiest ef- 
fects. ‘The total nett receipts of the Society for 
the past year amounted to £108,700 or about 
£21,000 more than Jast year. The amount for the 
negro fund from the period of opening it in 1834 
was £16,249 5s. 9d. ‘The expenditure during the 
past year £103,171 5s. 2d. The issde 541,843 co- 
pies. ‘The total issue ‘from the commencement 
10,293,645 copies. ‘The Socigty is under engage- 
ments to the amount of £40,000 and upwards. “he 
free contributions amounted to £30,633 19s. 8d. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The stations occupied by the Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Missionary Society in different parts of the 
world are about 180; each station being in gene- 
ral the head of a circuit of towns and villages 
around, embracing a numerous population brought 
under missionary instruction. ‘The missionaries, 
accredited ministers of the Methodist connexion, 
are ubout 300, more than 80 of whom are em- 
ployed in the West Indies. They are assisted by 
catechists, local preachers, assistants, superinten- 
dents of schools, schoolmasters and mistresses, ar: 
tisans, &c.; of whoin about 200 are employed at 
a moderate salary, and 2600 afford their services 
gratuitously. ‘The members of Society under the 
care of the missionaries, exclusive of those in Ire- 
land, are about 62,000; (being an increase of 
7157;) the members of the Mission congregations, 
not in Society, may be fairly estimated at a larger 
number. ‘l'o these may be added, the number un- 
der school-instruction, about 43,000; making a to- 
tal of more than 150,000 individuals, who are 
directly receiving spiritual advantage by means of 
the Society’s Missions. In Ceylon, in Africa, in 
the Friendly Island, and in New Zealand, the 
Society has printing establishments. Valuable 
translations of the Scriptures, and of various 
other works, have been effected by the missiona- 
ries; by whom, in more than twenty different lan- 
guages, the Gospel is preached. It appeared from 
the cash account that the total income of the past 
year had been £75,526 11s. 1d.; namely; Contri- 
butions, £64,247 17s. 10.; legacies, £3735; spe- 
cial donations, £1763 3s. 9d.; donations on an- 
nuity for life, £8806; Government grants, £5000. 
The regular ordinary income was taken. at 
£67,993 7s. 4d.; a nett increase of £7836 4s. 5d. 
The expenditure of last year exceeds the ordinary 
income by £2477 ls. 9d., having amounted to 
£70,460 9s. 1d. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The new publications issued in the year 
amounted to 196. The publications circulated 
during that period, amounted to 16,077,265, being 
an increase upon the preceding year of 163,117. 
The total benevolent income for the year ending 
March, 1836, was £5113 5s. 3d.; for the present 
year, it was £6826 1s. 1ld., being an increase of 
£1712 16s. The gratuitous issues during the year, 
amounted to £8570 11s. 10., being £1744 9s. 11d. 
beyond the total amount of the donations and con- 
tributions. The legacies received, amounted to 
£2747 19s. 6d.; the sum received for sales during 
the past year, was £57,173 16s. Id. The total in- 
come was £67,775 7s. 6., being an increase of 
£4740 13s. 10. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN TEMPERANCE SO- 
CIETY. | 


About fifty new Societies have been formed 
during the year, and about 20,000 additional mem- 
bers obtained. The meeting was addressed by 
several gentlemen, noblemen, missionaries, and 
others. Among them were Rev. Messrs. Kirk 
and Proudfit, from the United States. The Rev. 
Dr. Edgar, of Belfast, said he ‘came from Ireland, 
the land of whiskey, of misery, and of crime; the 
puzzle of puzzles. No man understood her; and 
no wonder, for she was drunk. Last year she 
swallowed fourteen million gallons of spirits.” 


FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA. 


The custom of destroying female offspring is 
carried to a great extent in some parts of India, as 
has been ascertained by some recent investigations. 
This inhuman practice exists to an almost incredi- 
ble extent in the province of Guzerat among the 
Rajpouts. In the district of Cutch, containing about 
8000 square miles, female infanticide is practised 
among 18 distinct tribes. It has been ascertained 


that besides those cases which cannot be traced, 
upwards of a thousand little girls perish annually, 
the victims of a savage and merciless pride. And 
ina small district, with a population less than that 
of a single English County, more than thirty thou- 


sand female children have been murdered within a 
few years, 


PRAYER, A SPIRITUAL BAROMETER. 


When we awake out of sleep our wants bepii ; 
and our desires are stirred up for the su y of 
them. Few things mark spiritual life more dis- 
tinctly than the earnest desire of the heart after 
spiritual blessings. When a Christian awakens to 
lite, then the breath of prayer proves that life. 
We may say of every worldly man he knows not 
real communion with God in daily prayer. We 
may say of every Christian, “he prayeth.” This 
is, indeed, the spiritual barometer of the soul. 
Whatever outward storms, whatever cloods and 
darkness may Surround him, if the barometer of 
prayer be steadily rising, his soul is on the way to 
brighter, and fairer, and happier days. My bre- 
thren, what are your prayers? What can your 
closets testify as to retired, fervent, continued 
pouring out of your soul before God? Do you 
make all your requests known unto him? This is 
the evidence that our souls live. When a man 
wakes up with returning light and life, he rises 
and goes forward, entering on his labours, and 
pursues them through the day. The Christian, 
too, has a great work; he “labours not for the 
meat that perisheth, but for the meat that en- 
dureth to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
giveth.” And oh! what exertion is here requi- 
site! Look at the racer—how he strains every 
nerve; look at the wrestler—how all his musculary 
strength is required; look at the warrior—does he 
sleep in all the energies of the conflict? We 
run, we wrestle, we fight, for life and salvation; 
we contend not for “a corruptible, but for an in- 
corruptible crown.” Every thing is at stake; we 
have mighty enemies; we are weak, and all would 
be lost had we not an Almighty Helper. It is hia 
grace alone that raises us from our fall preserves 
us from being completely overthrown, and upholds 
us still, and enables us to go on, “ faint, yet pure 
suing.” My brethren, if you never felt that reli- 
gion called for all our eflorts, that it was a work 
wrought in us by the mighty power of God, and 
manifesting itself in all good works to man, you 
know not - the true character of the religion of 
the Gospel. We live in a world, the very air of 
which is, as to spiritual things, full of heaviness 
and drowsiness. Seldom do men get stirred, and 
animated, and roused, by those around them. We 
generally live in the chilling, freezing, benumb- 
ing, and deadening atmosphere of this world, and 
too often ourselves catch the spirit of slumber; 
but let us remember we must “ press into the 
kingdom.” “The kingdom of God suffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by force.”—Rev. 
Edward Bickersteth. = 


GOSPEL IN JAPANESE. 


The Rev. Ira Tracy, in a letter dated Sin 

Jan. 13, just received at this office, ges 
Gospel of John, and his three Epistles, have been 
translated into Japanese by Mr. Gutzlaff, and sent 
here for me to print.” 

The letter also mentions the death of Rev. E. 
Stevens, from Canton. ‘The members of the mis- 
sion at Singapore were all in good health.—J. Y. 


Obs. 


A WORD TO YOUNG MEN IN THE COUNTRY, 


What serious mistakes many fall into, when 
they turn their backs upon the honest plodding oc- 
cupation of the farmer. They think his a life of 
drudgery and servitude, devoid of all pleasure, and 
full of the most insupportable dullness. To plough, 
hoe, and harvest, year after year, in th®same rou- 
tine; is an employment too mgnotonous by far, we 
adnfit, for the man who wishes to see the world, 
and make a figure init. By such an one, the old 
farm house is forsaken, and the busy city becomes 
the residence of the young aspirant. 

But many young men who take this course, do 
themselves and their country a great injury. They 
come to the city, and are soon beset by its fascina- 
ting temptations. Its gay company, its fashionable 
drinking parties, its theatres, it sensual indulgen- 
ces, al] conspire to push them on to ruin. Perhaps 
at first, they get but little wages. Money they 
must have. ‘They borrow from the drawer of their 
employer. They do it again and again. They are 
detected, the avalanche of ruin rolls down upor 
them, and overwhelms them forever. So perish 
thousands of young men, who might have been 
the flower of the country. ‘Temptation lures them 
and in one path and another, they find their way to 
the gulph, which they would have avoided, had. 
they remained at home contented to be farmers. 

Others prosper. They get into business, and 
become rich, but not happy. Even to them, their 
riches are like flowers in a thicket of thorns. They 
are full of anxiety and care. Look at the present. 
time. The man who possesses most, and does most 
business, is worst off, and would gladly, if he could, 
exchange places with any man in moderate cir- 
cumstances who is not troubled like himself. 

A life either of disgrace or anxiety, awakes 
him who forsakes the quietude of the farm-house, 
for the bustle of city business, unless he takes a@ 
new course, and through all a weary life, trudges 
to his daily toil, just gctting a living by it, and no 
more. There are a few of this class, and but a 
few. Generally, the old adage applies to most, 
“ Neck or nothing.” And what do all these lose? 
We canvot tel] the one-thousandth part. We can 
think of the merry and gay spring in the country, 
of the charms of the glowing summer, of the fruit- | 
ful and joyous autumn, and of the cheerful fires 
side, the simple, affectionate conversation, and the 
smiling faces, which make the winter evening 
bright as the glorious summer. We can think of 
these, and a thousand other blessed enjoyments of 


| which we cannot speak; and all belong to the 


honest, independent, contented farmer only. He 
who gives up all these unsophisticated employ- 
ments and pleasures, for the miserable reward a 
city affords, consents to throw away more than we 
would be willing to, could we have our choice. 

We say then to young men, and especially, 
would we have them listen to it now, remain at 
home on your farms. Be contented there. Learn 
to be farmers, and thus save your own peace and 
the country’s honour. Do not indulge an itching 
desire to live in the city. It is for you @ worse 
place than you imagine. Hundreds who are now 
out of employment, in this and other cities, would 
be glad to be restored to their old homestead and 
fields, if they could be. Profit by their example 
and remain at home.—Zion’s Herald. 


SANCTIFICATION. 


Let no man look for sanctification before he ig 
justified: that ic let no man be discouraged from 
coming to Christ, because he finds not in himself 
that godly sorrow for sin, that ability to repent, 
that disposition of heart, which he desires to have. 
We must first be in Christ before we are new 
creatures. And this is a common fault among us, 
we would fain have something before we come; 
we think God’s pardons are not free. But we 
must bring something in our hand. You know 
the proclamation runs thus—buy without money ; 
that is, come without any excellency at all; be- 
cause we are commanded to come and take the 
water of life freely. Therefore, do not-say, I have 
a sinful disposition and a hard heart, and cannot 
mourn for sin as I should; therefore, I will stay 
till that be done. It is al] one, as if thou shouldst 
say, I must go to the physician, but I will have m 

wounds well, and my disease healed first; and, 
when that is done, I will go to the physician. 
What is the end of thy going to him, but to have 
thy disease healed? I say, it is the same folly. 
The end of going to Christ is, that this very hard- 
ness of thy heart may be taken away; that this 
very deadness of thy spirit may be removed ; that 
thou mayest be enlivened, quickened, healed ; that 
thou mayest hate sin; for he is thy physician : look 
not for it before hand: thou must first be in Christ 


| before thou canst be a new creature. 
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80 obviously just as to need no defence. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
“SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1837. 


. TERMS—Two Dollars and Fifty cents in advance. 
_Dhree Dollars if not paid in advance. 


‘We had various articles in type for this paper, 
but were compelled to lay them aside, to make 
room for the address from the Presbyterian Mis- 
sionary Society. We hope this appeal will meet 
with a prompt and noble response. ae 
A Goon Parcxpenr.—At a meeting of the 
| Presbytery of Philadelphia, held on Tuesday 27th 
ult. the Tenth Presbyterian Church, formerly of 
the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, was re- 
ceived under the care of Presbytery, agreeably to 
the decision of the late Assembly, and at the re- 
‘quest-of the Session and Congregation. The Rev. 
Henry A. Boardman, the Pastor of the Church, was 
also received as a member of the Presbytery. This 
Church, in point of influence and piety, and its 
Pastor in point of talent and usefulness, occupied 
a very prominent place in the late Presbytery ; 
and we need not say that they were very cordially 
received. | | 
_.. At the same meeting of Presbytery the Rev. 
‘Mr. Halliday, who is now preaching in the Mari- 
ner’s Church of Philadelphia, was received as a 
member-on certificate from the Second Presbytery 
of Long Island. 


_ Generat Assematy.—The Convention which 
preceded the Assembly, was the result of the anti- 
Preabyterian movements of the New-school party 
in the Assembly of 1836. Their endorsement of 
gross error; their hostile attacks on the existing 
institutions of the Church, and their denial of the 
right of the Church to conduct Foreign Missions, 
convinced the Orthodox that their real object was 
revolution, and that unless immediate and extraor- 
dinary efforts were made, Presbyterianism would 
soon exist only in name. A committee was ac- 
cordingly appointed by the genuine Presbyterians 
of that Assembly, who, after extensive corres- 
pondence and mature consultation, invited Pres- 
byteries and minorities of Presbyteries, who 
should be friendly to the measure, to send up their 
delegates to a Convention to be held in Philadel- 
phia. The proposal was received with unusual 
favour, and, at the time appointed, one hundred and 
twenty-four delegates were in attendance, about 
one-eighth of whom, alone, were commissioned by 
minorities, The proceedings of this body are 
already before the Church. The talent, temper, 
and unanimity displayed during the sessions, were 
all of the most auspicious character. It was evi- 
dent, not that they had come up “to carry out 
their predetermined plans,’’ but to obtain infor- 
mation on the true state of the Church, to delibe- 
fate and consult, and then, in the fear of God, to 
act agreeably to their convictions. eae 

We do not feel called upon to enter upon an 
elaborate defence of the principle on which the 
Convention was founded; it seems to us to be 
The 
right of consultation and mutual interchange of 
opinion is one so well settled and so univer- 
cally-assumod, that we know not how it can be 
questioned. The Convention was based on this 
right, and it was rendered even more unexception- 
able from the circumstance that it was composed, 
for the most part, of persons regularly appointed 


_. and commissioned by the Presbyteries, to which 


We are accustomed to look as being the fountains 
of power. To say that the Presbyteries contra- 
vened. the Constitution in sending delegates to 
such a body, is to say more than can be proved; 
indeed, we have not seen any thing in the sem- 
blance of argument to show in what respects 
either the letter or spirit of the Constitution have 
been violated. The right of consultation, which 
is not denied to individuals on any matters which 
may interest them, can with no propriety be de- 
nied to Presbyteries in ecclesiastical matters of 
the deepest moment. There may arise abuses 
from the best principles, but no such abuses 
have been proved against the Convention; they 
pretended not to legislate definitively for the 
Church, which they could not do without an un- 
authorized assumption of power; their whole pro- 
ceedings resulted in a respectful memorial to the 
highest judicatory known to our Constitution. 
That the meeting in Convention had an effect to 
produce unity of action is most true, and hence 
the complaints; for, after all, it is not the princi- 
ple of the Convention which is so much objected 
to by the opposition, as its happy influence in con- 
solidating the Orthodox forces. The develop- 
ments made in it, and the debates to which it gave 
rise, resulted in an almost unanimous conviction, 
that the true friends of the Church must be united 
in promoting effective measures of reform. This 
may well be a subject of complaint to those who 
foresaw, in this union, the defeat of their long 
cherished hopes of revolutionizing the Church. 
Bat it may be asked, from whom does this out- 
cry against the Convention proceed? Is it from 
those who are conscientiously alarmed lest any 
evil should befall the Constitution? Is it 
from those who have honestly pursued an oppo- 
site course from that which they so emphatically 
condemn? It is far otherwise. The loudest 
complaints are heard from those who have ridi- 
culed the Constitution when it stood in the way of 
their disorganizing schemes; who have, in former 
years, concocted their plans and secured their tri- 
umph by nightly and secret caucus ; who have re- 
cently most bitterly denounced the unlawfulness 
of the Convention, in meetings got up by their in- 
stigation, and through the means of the secular 
press, without any authority from their Presbyte- 
ries, and for the most unlawful purpose of holding 
up to public execration the highest authority of 
their own Church! Most admirably appropriate 
to them is the counsel, “‘ Physician heal thyself.” 
_ We before stated that the deliberations of the 
Convention resulted in a respectful memorial to 
the General Assembly, setting forth the specific 
errors in doctrine and practice which had become 
prevalent in certain sections of the Church, and 
urging the necessity of prompt reform. This 
memorial, regularly introduced to the notice of the 
Assembly, became the basis of their action, and 
Jed to the adoption of measures of the most inter- 
esting and momentous nature. At the first an- 
nouncement of it, the opposition commenced, and 
much time was needlessly consumed, before the 
merits of it could be brought under consideration. 
Finally, however, the committee, to whom it had 
been entrusted, recommended, as the first item of 
business, the adoption of the testimony of the 
Convention against prevailing errors. ‘The ma- 


concerned in it. 


lay, and finally defeat the discussion. 
their number proposed an amendinent to the list of 
errors, by adding other points of doctrine which 
he regarded as more fatally erroneous than those 
before specified, and of the wide-spread diffusion 
of which there was the strongest testimony. These 
supposed errors were the following: viz. 
«61, That man has no ability of any kind to 
obey God’s commands or to do his duty. 2. That 
ability to comply with God’s commands is not ne- 
cessary to constitute obligation. 3. That God 
may justly require of man the performance of 
what he has no ability in his fallen state to per- 
form, and may justly punish him for not perform- 
ing it. 4. That all the powers of man for the 
performance of duty have been destroyed by the 
fall.” 

The author of this amendment, and the party 
with which he acted, flattered themselves that 
they had made a movement which had completely 
nonplussed the Orthodox. The amendment, it 
was supposed, expressed strong antinomianism,— 
a doctrine which it has become fashionable to 
charge upon. the orthodox, and it was evidently 
presumed, that by pressing a discussion on this 
point, the majority, rather than have their own 
heresy exposed, would abandon the whole subject. 
Never, however, was there a greater mistake ; the 
majority, although they strenuously resisted a dis- 
cussion of the amendment before they had said 
one word on the list of errors originally reported, 
offered, if the minority would suffer the debate to 
go on, to consider these points at that part of the 
report in which they would come in most natu- 
rally. This proposition was most reasonable, and 
the determination expressed on the other side, to 
have a discussion of the amendment in exclusion 
of the original list of errors, was well understood 
as a maneeuvre to defeat the whole matter. There 
could be no possible reason why the Orthodox 
should hesitate to express their opinion unequivo- 
cally on the amendment, and hence, they were 
ready in the proper place to do so, had they not 
been prevented by the pertinacity of the minority. 
It may be well, however, to consider whether the 
amendment really embraces any grievous error. 
No Orthodox man would, of course, adopt the 
precise phraseology in expressing his opinion on 
the subject of human ability, but, substantially, it 
may be said to convey the true doctrine on this 
subject. It is most true, that man has no inde- 
pendent ability of any kind to obey God’s com- 
mands; itis also true, that his obligation to obe- 
dience is not in the slightest degree impaired by 
the want of this ability; it is furthermore true, that 
God may rigidly exact the obedience, which man, 
by his fall, has lost his ability to render; and 
finally, it is true, that the powers of man have 
been so affected by the fall, that he cannot, of 
himself, spiritually and acceptably perform his 
duty. They who deny these positions have but 
slender pretensions to Calvinistic orthodoxy, and 
could scarcely adopt the following statements of 
our standards even for substance of doctrine: viz. 
‘*s Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly 
lost all ability of will to any spiritual good ac- 
companying salvation; so as a natural man being 
altogether averse from that which is good, and dead 
in sin, ¢s not able, by his own strength to convert 
himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.”” Con- 
fession of Faith, chap. ix. 3. Again: ‘* The sin- 
fulness of that estate whereinto man fell con- 
sisteth in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want 
of that righteousness wherein he was created, and 
the corruption of his nature, whereby he is wéterly 
indisposed, disabled, and made opposite unto all that 
is spiritually good, and wholly inclined to all evil, 
and that continually,” §c. 

Now we ask, in view of this strong and unam- 
biguous language, where can a Presbyterian find 
in the standards of doctrine which he has professed 
sincerely to adopt, any countenance for the doc- 
trine implied in this amendment, that man has of 
himself adequate ability to obey God’s commands ; 
that he would be under no obligation to obey had 
he not this ability ; that God would be unjust in 
requiring more from him than he had native power to 
perform, and that the fall had no effect to disable the 
powers of man, so that he cannot of himself fulfil 
God’s commands? We say this is the implied 
doctrine of the amendment; and no stronger rea- 
son could be required in proof that the minority of 
the Assembly had departed from the faith, than 
the eagerness which they displayed to affix a 
mark of reprobation on that doctrine of our Church 
which asserts the utter ruin of man by the fall. 

On the introduction of this amendment, a dis- 
cussion ensued, the principal object of which was 
to obtain a postponement of the whole matter until 
the next day, the minority pleading that they 
wished more time to form a judgment on the sub- 
ject, and the postponement, although really vexa- 
tious and unnecessary, was finally agreed to. This 
interruption of the regular order of business, and 
the interference of other deeply momentous topics, 
prevented the resumption of this part of the me- 
morial until near the close of the session. This, 
as may be observed from the debates already 
published, was made the theme of constant com- 
plaint by the minority, although it was through 
their pertinacious resistance, that the discussion 
was arrested. With a view to divert the Assem- 
bly from their reforming measures, which came 
up next in order, they alleged that the doctrinal 
discussion should take precedence, although this 
very course, in the first instance, they had pre- 
vented. When at length the subject was resumed, 
a scene occurred by no means honourable to those 
The errors wee: condemned 
sertalim, and as the vote was taken on each in its 
order, these of the New-school party who had not 
retired from the house, treated the matter with le- 
vity and ridicule ; and some of them voted loudly 
and in a drawling tone, with the orthodox, for 
the purpose, it would seem, of exciting merriment; 
thus furnishing an additional proof that the 
action of the Assembly was most imperatively 
called for. Some of the minority protested against 
this testimony in an elaborate paper, to which are 
affixed fifteen signatures, and in which they state, 
that they were compelled to this course not be- 
cause they were not ready to condemn the errors, 
but because they were prevented from uniting in 
the vote by “the circumstances of the case!” 
This protest is worthy of special notice, and in- 
deed the Assembly resolved “+ that duly certified 
copies of this paper be sent to the respective Pres- 
byteries to which the signers of the Protest belong, | 
calling their attention to the developments of the- 
ological views contained in it, and enjoining on 
them to inquire into the soundness of the faith of 
those who have ventured to make such strange 
avowals, as some of these are.”” Without enter- 
ing into specifications, we would remark, that 
what the protestants call the true doctrines, are 


jority were prepared for a full and candid discus-| in several instances, however artfully expressed, 


sion of all the points of doctrine thus introduced grossly erroneous; and it is easy to perceive, that 


to their Botice, but the minority manifested a| the very doctrines charged upon the New-school, 
shrinking sensitiveness, and it soon became ap-| are the doctrines here avowed, under a cautious 
parent that their policy would be to encumber, de- phraseology, which can deceive no one conversant 


One of | with the controversy, and capable of understand- 


. | unequivocally condemned. 


ing theological distinctions. And we would fur- 
ther remark,. that the modes of expression here in 
some instances adopted by them, might be shown 
from the published writings of several of the sign- 


this business which needs explanation. Thus the 

sermons of Dr. Beman on the Atonement, are 

filled with arguments, as every reader of them 

knows, to prove the symbolical and govermental 

nature of the atonement, and yet his name is ap-| 
pended to this protest, in which this error is at 

least seemingly repelled. Mr. Gilbert likewise 

signs the protest which affirms, as the true doctrine, 

that ‘regeneration is in all cases instantaneous,” 

although in a recent pamphlet from his pen, the 

progressive nature of regeneration is strongly as- 

serted and enforced. The same discrepancies may 

be detected between this protest and the work on 

Regeneration by Mr. Duffield, another of the sign- 

ers. We say that in this there is a mystery, but 

it is only the mystery of 1836 revived, when the 

Church was amazed at the adoption of the cele- 

brated answer to a protest, by the very individuals, 

who had previously by their declarations and votes, 

maintained the very opposite doctrines. The As- 
sembly were, therefore, called on to pronounce a 

sentence of condemnation on these errors, not 
merely as errors, but as errors existing in the 
Presbyterian Church, and in their progress calcu- 
lated to sap the very foundations of the Christian 
faith. The testimony against them is a testimony 
for God, and never did the Presbyterian Church 
appear so illustrious before heaven and earth, as 
when this emphatic sentence was pronounced. 
Her character, which had grievously suffered in 
past years, was redeemed and the stigma was re- 
moved, of her having tolerated and shielded errors 
of the most pernicious tendencies. 

The second important measure which occupied 
the attention of the Assembly, was the abrogation 
of the Plan of Union between Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists in the new settlements, ‘I'his 
plan was adopted in the year 1801, and is as fol- 
lows: 

“ Regulations adopted by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in America, and by the 
General Association of the State of Connecticut, 
(provided said Association agree to them,) with a 
view to prevent alienation and promote union and 
harmony, in those new settlements which are com- 
posed of inhabitants from these bodies. 

“Ist. It is strictly enjoined on all their missiona- 
ries to the new settlements, to endeavour by all 
proper means, to promote mutual forbearance and 
accommodation, between those inhabitants of the 
new settlements who hold the Presbyterian and 
those who hold the Congregational form of Church 
government. 

“2d. If in the new settlements, any church of 
the Congregational order shall settle a minister of 
the Presbyterian order, that church, may, if they 
choose, still conduct their discipline according to 
Congregational principles, settling their difficulties 
among themselves, or by a council mutually agreed 
upon for that purpose. But if any difficulty shall 
exist between the minister and the church or any 
member of it, it shall be referred to the Presbytery 
to which the minister shall belong, provided both 
parties agree to it: if not, to a council consisting 
of an equal number of Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists agreed upon by both parties. 

“ 3d. Ifa Presbyterian church shall settle a min- 
ister of Congregational principles, that church may 
still conduct their discipline according to Presby- 
terian principles; excepting, that if a difficulty. 
arise between him and his church, or any member 
of it, the cause shall be tried by the association, to 
which the said minister shall belong, provided both 
parties agree to it: otherwise by a council, one 
half Congregationalists, and the other half Presby- 
terians, mutually agreed on by the parties. 

“Ath. If any congregation consists partly of 
those who hold the Congregational form of disci- 
pline, and partly of those who hold the Presbyterian 
form: we recommend to both parties, that this be 
no obstruction to their uniting in one church, and 
settling a minister: and that in this case, the 
church choose a standing committee, from the 
communicants of said church, whose business it 
shall be, to call to account every member of the 
church, who shall conduct himself inconsistently 
with the laws of Christianity, and to give judgment 
on such conduct: and if the person condemned by 
their judgment, be a Presbyterian, he shall have 
liberty to appeal to the Presbytery : if a Congrega- 
tionalist, he shall have liberty to appeal to the 
body of the communicants of the church: in the 
former case the determination of the Presbytery 
shall be fine], unless the church consent to further 
appeai to the Synod, or to the General Assembly ; 
and in the latter case, if the party condemned shall 
wish for a trial by a mutual council, the cause shall 
be referred to such council. And provided the 
said standing committee of any church, shall de- 
pute one of themselves to attend the Presbytery, 
he may have the same right to sit and act in the 
Presbytery, as a ruling elder of the Presbyterian 
Church.” 

The ground assumed for the abrogation of this 
plan was its unconstitutionality, and incidentally 
the serious nd alarming evils which had resulted 
from its operation. The purity of the motive 
which had led to the adoption of these regulations, 
was on all hands admitted, but that had not ren- 
dered them consistent with the Constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church. A single perusal of the 
Plan will convince the reader, that some of the 
fundamental principles of Presbyterianism must 
have been overlooked in its formation, and that 
nothing less than a mistaken impression, that it 
would prove eminently serviceable to the cause of 
religion, could have led to its adoption. It con- 
templated a union without agreement; a union be- 
tween two denominations of Christians, entertain- 
ing the most opposite views of church govern- 
ment, and that without requiring of either of them 
the surrender of their peculiaritics. How a scheme 
so ill adjusted was expected to work harmoniously 
is inexplicable. Agreeably to the Congregational 
mode, the whole government and discipline of the 
Church, is immediately devolved on the body of 
the communicants, and their decision is final. 
They have no courts of appeal corresponding with 
those existing in the Presbyterian Church. Their 
associations are mere advisory councils. In the 
Presbyterian Church, it is essential that every par- 
ticular Church should be provided with a bench 
of Elders for its due government. These officers, 
with the Pastor, constitute the Session, which is 
the lowest Church Judicatory ; their acts are sub- 
ject to review by the Presbytery, which is the 
next highest judicatory, and which-is similarly 
composed of Ministers and Ruling Elders; the 
Synod, composed in like manner, is the next high- 
est judicatory, and finally, the General Assembly 
is the Supreme Court, from whose decisions there 
is no appeal. ‘The Constitution expressly pro- 


vides that all these judicatories shall be composed 


of Ministers or Bishops and Ruling Elders, and 
specifies the duties of each, and the forms of pro- 
ceeding which they shall respectively observe. 
Now, if the Plan of Union is referred to, it will be 
found, 

1st. That the provision is made for the settle- 
ment of Presbyterian ministers in Congregational 
Churches, and of Congregational ministers in 
Presbyterian Churches ; and also for the settlement 
of difficulties, or in other words, for the government 
of such churches, by councils temporarily appoin- 


ted, and which are entirely unknown to the Pres- 
byterian Constitution, and, in fact, directly opposed | d 
to the form of government which it sets forth. 
Here then is one violation of the Constitution. 


ers, to be the very modes which they have most | Churches, or those composed partly of Presbyteri- 
There is a mystery in| ans and partly of Congregationalists, provision is | stitutional which was from its beginning, uncon- 
stitutional, has at least, by the daily development 
of evils, to which the Plan has given birth, con- | €1rors of doctrine and irregularities in practice, of 
vinced the Church, that the evils were no longer 
to be tolerated, and that the safety of the Church 
required an immediate and effective legislation, 
which has resulted in the total abrogation of this 
anomalous and unauthorized union. 


2d. It will be found that in the case of mixed 


made for dispensing with Ruling Elders, by the 
appointment of a Standing Committee to conduct 
the discipline of the Church. Here is another in- 
fraction of the Constitution. 

But 3d. It will be found that provision is made 
that a member of this standing committee, although 
never ordained as a Ruling Elder, might be dele- 
gated to Presbytery to sit and act there as if he 
were a Ruling Elder of the Presbyterian Church. 
And here is another gross infraction of the Con- 
stitution. | 

Regarding the Plan in these provisions of it, it 
must be at once evident that the General Assembly 
could have no right or power to form it in contra- 
vention of that Constitution, by which they pro- 
fessed to be governed. Their power was restricted 
by the Constitution, and could not therefore au- 
thorize them to violate its essential provisions 
The whole arrangement therefore was essentially 
and inherently unconstitutional, and consequently, 
from the beginning, void. 

But again, this Plan of Union, is styled on the 
very face of it, “ Regulations,” &c. that is, as will 
fully appear from all the provisions of the instru- 
ment, “constitutional rules” for the government 
of the Church; and yet the Constitution, (Chap. 
xii. sec. 6. Form of Gov.) plainly and explicitly de- 
\clares that “ Before any overtures or regulations 
proposed by the Assembly to be established as con- 
stitutional rules, shall be obligatory on the Church- 
es, it shall be necessary to transmit them to all the 
Presbyteries, and to receive the returns of at least 
a majority of them in writing, approving thereof.” 
Here is the law of the Church, and yet the General 
Assembly of 1801 proceeded in the face of it, to 
establish regulations which were to govern a large ( 
portion of the Church directly, and the whole 
Church indirectly, without so much as consulting 
the Presbyteries, much less obtaining from a ma- 
jority of them, a written approval thereof. There 
is no way of evading the force of this argument. 
The General Assembly had no right to legislate in 
this matter, and to proceed therefore under the 
circumstances, was the assumption of prerogative 
which in no sense belonged to them, but to the 
Presbyteries. 

But not only were the original regulations op- 
posed to the spirit and letter of the Constitution, 
but they were abused to a most fearful extent, and 
these abuses would of themselves have constituted 
a sufficient ground for the act of abrogation. As 
for instance, ministers were admitted to take part 
in the government of the Presbyterian Church, 
who had not constitutionally qualified themselves 
by an adoption of the Confession of Faith; private 
members of Congregational Churches, acting as 
Committee-men, were not only admitted to take 
part in the deliberations of Presbyteries, but ob-. 
truded themselves into the Synods, and were even 
found delegated, under false commissions, to the 
General Assembly; not only was the Plan accom- 
modated to Churches as originally intended, but 
Presbyteries and Synods were formed on it; and 
once more, the Plan wae restricted ta “ new set- 
tlements,” and yet it was so abused as to be acted 
on in the most thickly settled and populous parts 
of the country. These are some of the abuses to 
which the Plan has given rise.* ‘These abuses 
were not only evils in themselves, but they were | 
productive of greater evils, in the formation of a 
party in the Presbyterian Church, which had but 
little sympathy for its doctrines and institutions, 
and which, of late years, had made most unequivo- 


cal demonstrations of a design to remodel, revolu- | pyblic in a pamphlet form. 


tionize, and in fact, to subvert it. 

The only plausible argument urged against the 
act of abrogation, which has fallen under our no- 
tice, is, that the Plan of Union was a solemn 
covenant or compact entered into mutually be- 
tween the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church and the General Association of Connecti- 
cut, and that, consequently, it could not be an- 
nulled without the consent of the latter body. 
But to this there is a very satisfactory reply. 
Not only are the terms compact and covenant not 
found in the instrument itself, but the General 
Association of Connecticut could not, from the 
very nature of their constitution as an ecclesiasti- 
cal body, be a party in any snch compact. The 
“regulations” were to be of binding force on all 
the churches concerned in the Plan, and yet it is 
undeniable that the Association has no power as 
an advisory council, to form regulations even for 
the Congregational churches in its own neigh- 
bourhood, much less for those at a distance. Hav- 
ing no authority to dictate rules of govcrnment to 
its churches, it certainly could not have been, in 
any just sense, a party in a compact, to regulate 
the government of churches at a distance. There 
was hence no compact, as there was in fact but 
one party; and the Plan of Union, by the strictest 


| 


had agreed that it should be abrogated ; and the 


with the subject, alone prevented the attempt 
long since, to remove this blot from the escutcheon 
of the Church. 
while it could have no effect in making that con- 


a special meeting of the’ Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia held on Friday the 23d ult. the pastoral rela- 
tion between the Rev. S. G. Winchester and the 
Sixth Presbyterian Church, and the Rey. S. D. 
Blythe and the Seventh Presbyterian Church, Phil- 
adelphia, was dissolved. We are happy to state 
that in neither case has this sundering of sacred 


ifficulties which were supposed to be connected 


DIsSsoOLuTION OF THE PastoraL ReLaTion.—At 


lies resulted from unhappy differences between 
pastor and people, for the congregations in both 
instances expressed their high sense of their Pas- 
tors’ faithfulness, and their regret at the necessity 
which induced the separation. Mr. Winchester 
Jeaves the city by professional advice, being af- 
fected with the throat complaint, known techni- 
cally as bronchitis or laryngitis ; but we are au- 
thorized to say that there is no doubt he will be 
able to fulfil the duties of his ministry in a more 
southern and genial climate. Mr. Blythe we 
understand is destined for the far West. Where- 
ever these brethren go, they will bear with them 
the affectionate regard of their co-presbyters, and 
we earnestly hope they may be accompanied by 
the divine blessing. 


New Cuurcu.—The corner stone of a new 
Presbyterian church was laid in the village of 
Millville, Cumberland county, West New Jersey, 
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
onthe 10th ult. The audience was large, and was 
very appropriately and eloquently addressed by the 
Rev. John Kennedy, of Bridgeton. 

On Sabbath following the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was administered. A few were 
added to the church. 3 

Nuuurrication.—The late Third Presbytery of 
Philadelphia had a meeting on last week at which 
they renounced the authority of the General As- 
sembly, and expressed their determination to pro- 
ceed in their usual course as if no act of dissolu- 
tion had been determined on by the supreme 
judicatory of the Church. As usual they have 
employed the political press to inform the public of 
the ground of their determination. The follow- 
ing we copy from the United States Gazette, of 
Philadelphia. 


“ Mr. Chandler, Sir:—In your paper of Satur- 
day, you have a short notice of the discussion of 
the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, from which 
some of your readers have received impressions 
which the facts in the case do not warrant. Le- 
gal counsel of the highest authority has been con- 
sulted, and written opinions obtained in the case, 
and the Presbytery are unanimous that the body 
who passed the resolution for their dissolution was 
not the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. They ceased to be the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, from and after the 
exclusion from their constitutional rights of the 
Synod of the Western Reserve. That vote was a 
virtual renunciation of Presbyterianism, and a pub- 
lic abandonment of the constitution as a form of go- 
vernment on the part of the majority. The Third 
Presbytery will unite with others in re-organizing 
the General Assembly. And the title to church 
property will in no case be affected, except in the 
case of those who renounce the constitution of the 
church. 3 

“ The whole subject will soon be laid before the 


A MEMBER.” 


From this it appears, that the civil law is to be 
resorted to by the lovers of concord, because the 
courts of Christ’s house have not acted to their 
satisfaction. The strong ground assumed by this 
Presbytery appears to us to be no better than a 
foundation of sand; it is this, **they ceased to be 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
from and after the exclusion from their constitu- 
tional rights, of the Synod of the Western Re- 
serve.” We regard this not only as preposterous 
in itself, but as plainly contradicted by the minority 
themselves. If the General Assembly had ceased 
to exist after the above mentioned act, why did the 
minority continue to sit and act with the majority ? 
Why did they discuss subsequent questions, some- 
times voting with and sometimes against the ma- 
jority? This after-thought comes too late. To 
have made it a plausible ground of procedure, the 
minority should have immediately retired after the 


Synods, embracing more than five hundred min- 
isters, and a still larger number of Presbyterian 
churches, to be out of the Presbyterian Church 
represented in the said Assembly 
the Assembly did, in like manner, without hearin 
The long continuance of it, | or trial, declare the Third Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia to be dissolved: and whereas, the excision of 
the said Synods and the dissolution of the said 
Presbytery have been effected on the ground of 
the alleged existence, within the same, of great 


: and whereas, 


which no proof was exhibited in the Assembly ; 
have been passed by the said majority 
strong and continued remonstrance o 
nority, and with the declared purpose of producing 
a division of the Church: Now, therefore, it is 


inst the 
the mi- 


Resolved, by the minority of said Assembly, 
1. That we have no evidence of the existence, 


in the Presbyterian Church, at the present time, 
of any greater diversity of doctrinal belief, than 
has heretofore existed in this branch of the Church 
of Christ. 


2. That we believe that there are, inthe Synods 


and Presbyteries now exscinded, no greater irregu- 
larities of practice, than in the other portions of the 
Presbyterian Chur 


3. ‘That in the opinion of the said minority, the 


alleged errors and irregularities furnished no jus 
tifying occasion for the division of the Church, 
even on terms of amicable and mutual agree- 
ment. Much less could they justify the violent 
— resorted to by the majority to effect this 
object. 


4. That, for these and other reasons, we regard 


the acts of the said Assembly, abrogating the 
Plan of Union, and cutting otf said 
Presbytery, as wholly unjustifiable and without 
any warrant from the constitution, as oppressive 
and revolutionary in their character, and as there 
fore null and void. 


ynods 


5. That, notwithstanding our opinion that the 

errors in doctrine and irregularities of practice re- 

ferred to, furnish no proper occasion for a division 

of the Church, yet we have been constrained to 

admit that, by the alienations produced by slander- 

ous publications, and by the action of the late Con- 

vention and the General Assembly, a controlling 

portion of which was composed of the members ef 
said Convention, a division has probably been ren- 

dered unavoidable. 

6. That it be recommended to all the Presby- 

teries which have acted with the minority, | 
ull the Presbyteries which disapprove of the vio- 

lent, revolutionary measures of said Assembly, to 

send up a full representation to the next Genera} 

Assembly; and that they instruct their commis- 

sioners to claim seats for the commissioners from 

those Presbyteries which have been unconstitu- 

tionally exscinded; and that, in case their seats 

shall be denied them, said commissioners take 

immediate measures for a separate and constitu- 

tional organization of the General Assembly, as 

constituting the only true General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of the United States of 
America. 

7. That, whereas the constitution of the Pres- 
byterian Church (chap. 22, sec. 3.) recommends 
that the “expenses of ministers and elders, in 
their attendance on the judicatories, be defrayed 

by the bodies, respectively, which they represent,” 
and whereas it is understood that the party in the 
Church of whose acts we complain, have been in 

the habit of appropriating their collections to the 

support of their own delegates, therefore, resolved, 

that it be recommended to the Presbyteries which 

accord with us in views, to make liberal collections 
for the support of their own commissioners. : 
8. For the purpose of carrying into effect the 

foregoing recommendations, the Synods, Presby- 
teries, and Churches, are earnestly requested to 
adhere to and maintain their present organiza- 
tions, and firmly to resist any and every attempt 
which may be made, by circular letters or other- 
wise, to change their present ecclesiastical rela- 
tions. 

9. That the minority of the late Assembly do 
adhere firmly to the Confession of Faith and Form 
of Government of the Presbyterian Church, and 
relying on the fidelity of the Presbyteries which 
they represent, are determined to maintain them 
adherence to the same.” 


For the Presbyterian. 
PLAN OF UNION, 


The last number of the New York Observer, 
(June 17,) contains an importrnt correction of a 
mistake generally made, in regard to the “ Plan 
of Union,” which is the subject of so much ani- 
madversion, at the present time in the Presbyterian 
Church. The writer shows, what indeed was self- 
evident, if men would look at the thing itself; that 
instead of its being a “ Plan of Union between the 
General Assembly and the General Association of 
Connecticut,” as it is called in the resolution of 
the minori'y at Philadelphia, and as “ it was habi- 
tually called in the Assembly and the Convention,” 


‘its simple style is “A Plan of Union between 


Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the new 
settlements.” Such is its proper name, as written 
on its head at the time of its adoption. The 
“ Plan” was the result of the united wisdom of 
the two ecclesiastical bodies: The “unien” was 
to be subsequently formed in the new settle- 
ments. 

But the mistake in the name is not the only one 
that has been made on this subject. There are 
others, which, in my view, have produced the 
greater part of the evils, which have been sup- 
posed to result from its operation. And it is re- 
markable, that all these mistakes have had their 
origin in the same cause, viz. from a total disre- 
gard ofthe Act or Plan itself. No man with the 
act before him, either on the records of the Assem- 
bly, or inthe Digest, could mistake its name writ- 
ten in broad capitals: and surely any man that can 
read, can understand its provisions, for it is ex- 
pressed in the plainest terms. It is a “ Plan” for 
the aid of Churches, and only Churches, of the one 
order having a minister of the other order; or, 


act which they now profess to regard as a dismem- 
berment of the Church. Their continued presence, 
debates, and votes will be the proof that they re- 
garded the General Assembly as existing until its 
adjournment. 


interpretation, was nothing more nor less, than’ 
the grant of certain privileges by the General As- | 
sembly, to persons and churches peculiarly situ- 
ated, which grant, as it now appears, was made | 
without any constitutional authority. 

It has been pleaded, that a Plan which has’ 
operated beneficially, and for thirty-six years with- | 
out objection, should not, at this time, have been 
disturbed. To this we reply, that its beneficial 
operations, as far as the Presbyterian Church is 
concerned, are totally and unequivocally denied, 
especially as the results have been made known 
in the last fifteen years. The discords of the 
Presbyterian Church are mainly attributable to it, 
inasmuch, as the ministers and churches brought 
in under this Plan, have, nearly to an individual, 
conspired to defeat the discipline of the Church 
when directed against heresy in doctrine, and to 
introduce institutions of irresponsible character to 
supplant those which the Church had established 
for the promotion of its own interests. But even 
admitting that the Plan had operated well, that 
could not render it constitutional; good may flow 
from evil, but that does not make the evil good. 
That the Plan has remained undisturbed for 
thirty-six years, is not true. For many years it 
has been the subject of loud and just complaint; 
many in the Church have lamented that it had 
ever been formed; its unconstitutionality had 
been frequently asserted; the Assembly of 1835 


* We should have dwelt more fully on this subject 
hud we not opportunely received from an able, but 
unknown correspondent, a Juminous view of the argu- 
ment on this point. We refer our readers to the arti. 
cle in another column entitled “ Plan of Union.” 


4 


been indecorous for them to have interfered. It 


formation of our readers, we insert the following 
resolutions, adopted by a part of the minority of 
the late Assembly, in Convention, both in Phila- 
delphia and New York. From various sources 
we learn, that both of these Conventions were sig- 
nal failures in an attempt to excite public feeling 
against the acts of the Assembly. 


of the Presbyterian Chureh, at their late sessions 
in this city, have abrogated the Plan of Union be- 
tween the said Assembly and the General Asso- 


Meertinc New York.—A correspondent in 
the city of New York, who signs himself “a 
young advocate of Old-school principles,” in no- 
ticing the meeting held by the minority in the 
above city, notices the fact that the resolutions of- 
fered by Dr. Skinner, were adopted with only two 
dissentient votes, and reflects strongly on the 
friends of Presbyterianism, who were present, 
who “by their silence gave consent to the pre- 
posterous measures.”” We differ from our friend 
in this matter. The meeting wasa strictly New- 
school meeting, and although Old-school Presby- 
terians were present from curiosity, it would have 


would have been unwise also, as opposition would 
have given spirit to proceedings which were other- 
wise insipid and tame. 


New-scnooL ConventTIon.—For the in- 


“Whereas the majority of the General Assembly 


The writer of this article was 


Churches composed partly of Congregationalists 
and partly of Presbyterians in the new setilements.. 
It was well known that many of the new countries 
were settled by emigrants trom the Presbyterian 
and Congregational Churches, and in many places, 
neither in sufficient numbers to support the Gos- 
pel alone; while each party, equally attached to 
the order in which they had been brought up, 
might be unwilling to sacrifice their own views 
to the other. Hence this “ Plan” was devised as 
furnishing a sort of middle ground, on which both 
might meet and unite in the support and enjoy- 
ment of Gospel ordinances. 

In carrying out the details of this plan there 
was little difficulty in securing to the Congrega- 
tionalists the privileges of their former govern- 


ment. But in providing for the Presbyterians, it 


became necessary to secure, to some extent, the 
two grand prince ples of their system, viz. delega- 


tion of power and the right of appeal. Hence the 
origin of a “Standing Committee” in those 


Churches, and the admission of a Committee-man 


to a seat in the Presbytery, and the right of appeal 
to the Presbytery, further. “yrs 
principal feature in the * Plan of Union,” that is 
a plain violation of the constitution, and this is so 
manifest, that it must be admitted by every candid 
mind; since none but regularly ordained ministers 
and ruling elders are admitted by the Constitution 
to be members of any church judicatory. The 
surrender of a Presbyterian minister’s character to 
be judged by an ecclesiastical council, although 
an evident infringement of his rights as secured 
by the constitution, would probably have occurred 
so rarely, that it is worthy of little consideration. 
And unconstitutional as the first mentioned provi- 
sion 1s, it Is believed that comparatively little evi? 
would have resulted from its operation, if all our 
judicatories had uniformily confined themselves 
to the obvious import and intention of the “ Plan.” © 
But instead of this, at an early period, it was bap- 
tized under a new name, and called “THE AUC- 
wer COMMODATION PLAN ;” and from that time, 
ciation of Connecticut, with respect to the organi- | it has been shown to be, in its operation, worthy of 
zation of churches on our frontier, which had ex- | this appellation ; for it has been “ accommodated,” 
isted for thirty-six years, and been attended with | not only to the circumstances of those 
the most happy effects in regard to the peace, | aid it was originally designed, but to a multitude 
purity, and extension of the Church, especially in | of cases, for which it was evidently never intended. 
the new settlements on the whole line of our | 
Northern and Western borders; and whereas, the Presbytery, in which this plan 
said majority of the said Assembly, as the alleged | and he had observed its operation for a number of 
consequence of the abrogation of the said Plan, | years before he had ever seen the “ Plan of Union.” 
and without citation or trial, have declared four And when upon the publication of the Assembly’s 
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be regarded as a warrant for many acts w 


fication of a more extended character ; but in vain. 


that in hundreds of instances this plan has been 
acted on by those who had never seen the “ Plan,” 
and knew no more about it, than that it was called 
“ the accommodation plan.” And this has been a 
much misnomer than that before noticed ; 


: th ion of most of the mischief 
for it has been the occasion of most 0 be} Hence, after all the discussions which have 


which has been imputed to the plan, as may 
plainly shown. 7 
According to 


Union,” a mixed church is required to have “a 


Standing Committee, whose business it shall be to | 


call to account every member of the Church, who 
shall conduct. himself inconsistently with the laws 
4 Christianity, and to give judgment on such con- 


uct,” subject to the right of * appeal to the body of 


communicants of the Church,” or, “to the 
Presbytery,” according as the accused may be, a 
Congregationalist or a Preshgterian. And it is 
provid that if “the said nding Committee 
shall depute one of themselves toattend the Presby- 


tery, he may have the same right to sit and act) 


in the Presbytery, as a ruling elder of the Presby- 
terian Church.” 

Now there is nothing intricate or obscure in 
these provisions. Their import and intention are 
as clear as the sun, and the cases, to which they 
are applicable, cannot be misconccived even by a 
ehild. And it is equally obvious, to what cases 


they are not applicable; some of which I shall 


mention. 
1. It was never contemplated by this plan, that 
a minister of the Gospel should be entitled to any 
rivileges in the Presbyterian Church judicatories, 
y virtue of his being the pastor or stated supply 
of a Presbyterian Church, or one of a mixed char- 
acter, or by any other means, short of adopting the 
Confession of Faith and Form of Government. 
The door of entrance is unaltered by this plan. 

2. It was not contemplated, by this plan, that 
any Congregational Church, composed entirely of 
persons of Congregational sentiments, would ever 
claim or be entitled to any privilege in the Pres- 
byterian judicatories. The right of appeal and 
representation in the Presbytery is given only to 
churches of a mixed character, and that solely, 
for the benefit of the Presbyterians who compose 
a part of such churches. | 

3. Even a mixed church was not entitled to 
these privileges, unless it had a “Standing Com- 
mittee,” who had the sole power of administering 
the discipline of that church; (subject to appeal as 
already stated ;) nor would any member of such a 
church be admitted to a seat in the Presbytery, 
unless he was a member of that “ Standing Comn- 
mittee ;” and was actually “ deputed” by his as- 
sociates for that purpose. 

4. It is equally evident, that this Plan never 
contemplated or intended to admit a committee- 
man, from any of these mixed churches, “to sit 
and act” in any other judicatory than the Presby- 
tery. If more had been meant, it should have 
been said. If more had been intended, it would 
have been written. But the restriction of the 
right of appeal to the Presbytery, makes it evi- 
dent, that this was the extent, to which, even the 
Presbyterian members of such churches could enjoy 
the privileges of Presbyterianism. “The deter- 
mination of the Presbytery shall be final, unless 
the Church consent to a further appeal to the Sy- 
nod or General Assembly.” A Presbyterian mem- 
ber of a mixed church had the right of appeal to the 
Presbytery, and the Church could not object, be- 
cause she was represented there, by her commit- 
tee-man. But if the accused was condemned in 
the Presbytery, he could not appeal to a higher 
judicatory, without the consent of the Church ; 
and for a very good reason, the Church itself had 
no rights or representation there. 

bit was never contemplated that the provi- 
sions of this Plan would be applied to any parts of 
our country, but to the new settlements. To them 
it is expressly restricted by the words of the act, 
repeated again and again. 

6. Last, and least of all, was it ever contem- 
plated by this Plan, that its provision would be 
applied to any other ecclesiastical bodies than 

urches ; or that Synods or General Assemblies 
would ever be constituted, in whole or in part, of 
Associations. 

Obvious as these negative truths are, it is a fact 
that this “Plan of Union” has been “accommo- 
dated” to all these particulars; and for more than 
thirty years, it has been made, not by its own pro- 
visions, but by the “accommodating” spirit with 
which it has been administered, the source of con- 
stantly increasing mischief to the Presbyterian 
Church: as will appear from the following facts. 

Numberless ministers have been admitted into 
our Presbyteries without adopting the Confession 
of Faith and Form of Government of the Presby- 
terian Church. | 

Private’ members of pure Congregational 
churches have been admitted to all the privi- 
leges of ruling elders in our church judicatories. 

elegates from mixed churches have been per- 
mitted to enjoy the same privileges, and to exer- 
cise the same powers, without being members of a 
“‘ standing committee,” and even, without having 
any standing committee for the exercise of disci- 
pline in the church to which they belonged. 

Such delegates have been admitted, not only as 
members of the Presbytery, but also to the higher 
judicatories, and in repeated instances they have 
received a regular commission to the Genera! As- 
sembly, with the prescribed certificate of the 
Presbytery, that they were ruling elders in the 
church to which they belonged; when, in fact, 
there was not a ruling elder, nor perhaps a single 
Presbyterian in sentiment, in that church. In 
view of such facts, one would think this Plan of 
Union had become an “ accommodation plan’’ in- 
deed, not only for Congregational churches, but 
also for the consciences of some Presbyteries. I 
once heard a godly minister (now, I hope, in hea- 
ven) say, that he had rarely had his conscience 
more disturbed, by any Presbyterial act in which 
he had participated, than in signing the commis- 
sion of such a delegate to the eacral Assembly. 


. But this was more than thirty years ago, and it is 


probable that the long continued operation of this 
Plan has rendered the conscience of some more 
pliable. 

Though the provisions of the “ Plan of Union” 
are’ expressly restricted to churches “in the new 
settlements,” it has been extended, in all the lati- 
tude of “accommodation,” to some of the oldest 
churches in the land. ‘The writer has seen its 
provisions applied to churches which were drawn 
off and led into all the irregularities of New- 
lightism in the days of Davenport. 

And to cap the climax of absurdity, and stretch 

the “ Plan of Union” to the ultima thule of “ac- 
commodation,” we have seen an entire Congrega- 
tional Association,” (Middle Association in the 
Western District of New York—see Minutes of 
General Assembly of 1810,) admitted as a consti- 
tuent part of a Synod; and their commissioners 
adinitted into the General Assembly, thus consti- 
tuting a branch of the Presbyterian Church with- 
out a vestige of Presbyterianism. 
_. Such practices as have been enumerated, have 
evident!y laid the foundation of most of the evils 
which have been imputed to the “ Plan of Union ;” 
and yet it is remarkable, that not one of them re- 
sults from the provisions of that Plan,” but solely 
from the unwarranted acts of the Presbyterian 
judicatories; professedly, but without the shadow 
of colour, founded on that Plan. 

Had the “Plan of Union” been followed out, 


- according to its plain letter and most obvious de- 


sign, (notwithstanding its unconstitutional fea- 
tures,) there is little reason to doubt, that it would 
have ultimately brought over all those mixed 
churches, which might have adopted and strictly 
maintained it, to thorough Presbyterianism. This 
was the plain intention of requiring a ‘standing 
committee,” who should have the sole power of 
exercising discipline over all the members, whe- 
ther Congregational or Presbyterian, with the 
right of appeal to the whole Church or the Pres- 
bytery. ‘T’his embraced both the essential ele- 
ments of Presbyterianism, and, waving the uncon- 
stitutional provisions With which it was combined, 
we can scarcely imagine a plan more wisely cal- 


he, for the first time, saw. those articles, he 
was perfectly astonished to find, that the —— 
c 


been professedly founded upon them. In fact, he 


| culated to illustrate to Congregationalists the ex- 
cellency of our form of government. But the 
moment this essential part of the Plan was disre- 
garded, and Congregationalists, as such, with all 
their distinctive features unchanged, and without 
conforming, in a single iota, to our form of govern- 
ment, and without any theoretical or practical 
knowledge of the system, were admitted as a con- 
stituent part of our Church, in that moment their 
advance towards Presbyterianism was arrested, 
the manifest intention of the Plan was defeated, 
and a wide and an effectual door opened for the in- 
troduction of all the corruption and disorder which 
have ensued. , 


bzen had on the propriety or impropriety of the 


the provisions of the “Plan of General Assembly’s abrogating this Plan, it is evi- 


dent, that whether it was abrogated or not, they 
hada perfect right, and were imperiously called 
upon, to correct the evils of which it had been the 
occasion; evils which resulted, not so much from 
the Plan itself, (though it was evidently unconsti- 
tutional in two or three particulars,) but from the 
unwarranted interpretation of its intention, and its 
application to a thousand cases, to which its 
framers never once dreamed of its being applied. 
Marcus. 


For the Presbyterian. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The Executive Committee of the Presbyterian 
Foreign Missionary Society, to the Pastors, 
Elders, and Members of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Be.ovep FaTuers AND BRETHREN: 

_ At the annual meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, the seat of the operations of the Presbyterian 
Foreign Missionary Society, was transferred froin 
Pittsburg to New York. Among the reasons in 
favour of this measure were the following: 

1. In fitting out every missionary family, and in 
making the final arrangements for their leaving 
their native land, it is indispensably necessary that 
the Corresponding Secretary, as the principal offi- 


cer of the Board, be present. In most cases, the 


nissionaries will have parted with their relatives, 
and even with their acquaintances, before they 
have reached the place of their embarkation. ‘To 
send them among strangers, with many prepara- 
tions to make, with which they are not familiar, 
would place them in circumstances of great em- 
barrassment, and add greatly to their triais. Many 
things necessary fur their comfort on the voyage, 
and essential for their comfort and usefulness 
among the heathen, would, from the necessity of 
their situation, be omitted. The connexion be- 
tween the missionaries and this officer is of a very 
important and interesting nature. A thorough ac- 
quaintance, a mutual confidence, a sincere friend- 
ship even, are greatly conducive to the promotion 
of the work in which they are all engaged. Hence, 
also, the propriety of his being present, not only to 
aid in their preparations, but to encourage and as- 
sist them by his counsels and friendly warnings, 
and to be the last to bid them farewell. 
But the time of this officer is very precious. 
None, perhaps, but those actually engaged in con- 
ducting Foreign Missionary operations, are aware 
of his various and numerous engagements. If the 
Missionary Rooms be in a city on the seaboard, 
most of the preparations can be made in advance. 
Intervals of time can be devoted to this purpose, and 
the assistance of others can be often advantageously 
employed, so that little time is lost from the gene- 
ral business of the Board. But it is very different, 
if the head-quarters of the Society be three or 
four hundred miles in the interior. In that case, 
the Secretary must go in advance, or at least ac- 
company, the mission family. Four weeks, in 
most cases, will be necessary; and in the mean 
time, the interests of the Society will be suffering 
for the want of his attention at home. 
2. The necessity of keeping up a constant and 
frequent communication with our dear friends 
among the heathen, will be admitted by all. The 
parents of the missionaries, and their brothers and 
sisters, know, and feel the importance of this mat- 
ter; and any one who has read the letters from 
our brethren abroad, in which they express their 
deep anxiety to hear from their native land, ren- 
dered an hundred fold more dear to them by ab- 
sence, and comparison with the untold abomina- 
tions of heathenism,—and the joy with which they 
receive letters from the committee and dear rela- 
tives at home, will admit its importance also. 
It is part of the romance of missions to think, 
that the spiritual life of a missionary abroad is 
one of constant sunshine; that their minds are 
constantly elevated above the world; and that 
their souls are, as it were, in a continual revival 
of religion. ‘The letters of the missionaries give 
to this subject a very different aspect. In them, 
it is seen how deeply they feel the want of Chris- 
tian fellowship and communion, and how they la- 
ment their distance from the assembly of God’s 
ple in the solemn ordinances of his house. 
he lovely, peaceful, holy Sabbath of other years, 
exists to them only in remembrance; and every 
thing around them is, to their souls, debilitating, 
@scouraging, defiling. It is true, the grace of 
God sustains them, and a sense that they are in 
the path of duty enables them to rejoice even in 
tribulations; but still, in these circumstances, how 
cheering, how comforting, are the letters of Chris- 
tian friends! How dear to them the words of en- 
couragement, of sympathy, of affectionate warn- 
ing, and, above all, the information that they 
have an interest in the prayers of the churches at 
home. But when the seat of operations is placed 
hundreds of miles in the interior, regularity in 
these communications is impracticable. One ves- 
sel after another sails, but the committee have had 
no timely notice; their arrival in a foreign port is 
announced there, but our friends have to return 
from the post office, discouraged and depressed, 
with the sad and sickening feeling, that their 
friends at home are sick or dead, that the com- 
mittee have neglected them, and the churches for- 
gotten them. 
3. In the remittance of funds, it is very neces- 
sary that the office of the Society be in a city on 
the seaboard. A delay in this matter is always 
injurious, and may be ruinous to the interests of 
the mission abroad. Such a system of punctuality 
as will insure confidence, and as the result of that 
confidence, a credit at home and abroad, which 
makes the whole fiscal operations of the Society 
uniform and easy, is just as necessary toa Mis- 
sionary Society, as it is to an individual or a mer- 
cantile firm. ‘This is a purely secular matter, and 
the principles of business, as adopted by business 
men, must-regulate and control it. But here again 
we must observe, that when the officc is in the in- 
terior, this punctuality is impracticable. Already 
has our credit and standing as a Society been 
partially injured, not for the want of funds, but 
from the want of a timely transinission of those 
funds abroad. Owing to the mere circumstance, 
that for the last six months, the Corresponding 
Secretary has spent the most of his time in New 
York and Philadelphia, he has been enabled once 
and again to send funds to India, where they were 
much wanted; and in both cases these opportuni- 
ties would have been lost had he been at the time 
in Pittsburgh. | 

A careful consideration of the foregoing will, 
we trust, satisfy ail our friends of the propriety of 
the change of location. Scveral other reasons, 
not unimportant, might be adduced, but it is 
deemed unnecessary. 

The affairs of the Society, the condition of the 
missions abroad, the number of missionaries wail- 
ing at home, and the state of the funds on the Ist 
of May last, were fully explained in the Annual 
Report. Of the four brethren designated for China, 
the Rev. Messrs Mitchell and Orr, and Dr. Hitch- 
cock, a physician, are expected to sail in Septem- 
ber or early in October. Mr. Nesbit, the printer, 
wil] study the Chinese language at home, until the 
new type are received from Paris, when he will 
select the printing presses, and take charge of the 
whole. In the mean time a printing office will 
have been provided, and the necessary preparations 
at the station will all have been made by the 
brethren now going out, so that no time will be 
lost, in bringing the important agency of the press, 
into the Chinese mission. 7 

The large reinforcement to the mission in Nor- 
thern India, consisting of four females, as men- 
tioned in the Annual Report, must sail this fall, or 


the delay of another year will take place. This 


would be a result greatly to be deprecated ; and 
one object of the Committee, in this address is, by 
a candid and affectionate appeal to the churches, to 
prevent, if possible, an occurrenee so very dis- 
couraging. 

| From the Ist of May, till the 15th of June, the 
receipts have been $10,495. Part of this sum 
however, is from collections previously made, and 
remittances from a distance sent by the Commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly. ‘This amount of 
receipts to our infant institution, during the pres- 
sure of unexampled embarrassment in the commu- 
nity, has greatly encouraged us. But in addition 
to this sum, to enable the Committee to send out 
the missions to China and India, including outfit, 
expenses of the voyage, and of the journey in the 
interior of India; for the expenses of two printing 
presses, and of the high school, and common schools, 
and for the support of both missions for six months 
after their arrival, and the support for the same 
time of the missionaries now in India, $25,000 are 
required. In this state of things, we feel the im- 
portance of our situation, and we desire faithfully 
to come up to the responsibility resting on us as 
the Executive Committee of the Society. ‘T'o the 

pastors, elders, and members of the ae in 

connexion with us, we refer these most cherished 
interests; and it is due to them to say, that not- 
withstanding the present embarrassment we look 
to them with confidence, that the necessary means 

will be afforded, to enable us to send out the la- 
bourers to the perishing harvest. But to meet 

the present demand, it will be necessary for all the 

churches which have not already made their col- 

lections, to come forward with their assistance ; 

and whilst we would remind them of the words of 
inspiration * That he which soweth sparingly shall 

reap also sparingly ; and he which soweth bounti- 

fully shall reap also bountifully ;” we would affec- 

tionately say, let none be discouraged, from the 

smallness of the contribution they are able to make ; 

even the widow’s mite received the approbation of 
our Lord. 

In the present aspect of the Presbyterian Church, 

in relation to the foreign missionary enterprise, 

there are many things most encouraging. Among 

these are the proceedings of the Presbytery of New 

Brunswick : to which as contained in the report of 
the Corresponding Secretary, we would call par- 

ticular attention. The cordial recommendation, 


and expression of confidence of that Presbytery, 


embodying as it does such a weight of piety and 
talent, and embracing within its limits, institutions 


of such vital interest to the Church, and adopted 


with entire unanimity, is ground of encouragement. 


But this was not the whole;—when we see a 


venerable father, in addition to his laborious du- 


May He who shed on this 


It would be a neglect of duty, if the committee 


failed to notice, this encouraging dispensation of 
Divine Providence. 
siinilar to that pursued by this Presbytery, to all 
their fathers and brethren in the ministry. 
committee now state, to all the other Presbyteries, 
as was stated to the Presbytery of New Brunswick, 
that for this year at least, they are unable to pro-| cerned. Respectfully submitted, 
cure a sufficient number of agents to present this | 
cause to the churches; and that unless it be so pre- 
sented, the cherished expectations of our missiona- 
ry friends will be frustrated or postponed. Beloved 
fathers and brethren, let not our earnest appeal to 


They recommend a course 


The 


you be in vain. The entire organization of the 


Presbyterian Church, from the General Asseinbly 
to the church session, is so perfect, so well adapted 
to carry forward the great work ofthe conversion 
of the world, that nothing is wan ted but to put the 
machinery in motion. It appears from the report of 
the Secretary that in the Presbytery of New Bruns- 


wick, it was but the work of an hour to make their 
whole arrangements; and while thus engaged, the 
interchange of sentiment among the brethren, the 
warm expression of heart-felt love to the cause, 


made it the most pleasant hour of their meeting. 


It was like a company of men, wearied with travel, 
refreshing themselves in a shady grove, by streams 


of running waters;—so brethren will it be found 


by all who make the trial. 
In conclusion the committee would say, that 
their honest and persevering eflorts to promote the 
cause, will not be wanting. They feel that the 
trust committed to them by the Board is great, and 
relying on divine assistance they will endeavour 
to discharge it. We rejoice that the General As- 
sembly has with so much unanimity appointed a 
Board of Foreign Missions, and that now the whole 
Church is a missionary society. Should the venera- 
ble Synods of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh transfer 
this institution to the General Assembly, the E:x- 
ecutive Committee, and the officers of the Board 
are entirely willing, if that should be deemed best, 
to have their places filled by others. But until the 
meeting of the Synods, and of the Board of the 
General Assembly, it is clearly the duty of all the 
churches in connexion with this Society, to aid 
the exertions now making, to send to the benighted 
heathen the knowledge of a Saviour’s love. With 
the blessing of God, nothing but united effort, and 
“ prayer with one accord,” are wanting to insure 
success. 
On behalf of the Executive Committee, 
W. Puituirs, 

Chairman of Executive Committee. 

Watrter Lowrie, Corresponding Secretary, 


Missionary Rooms, 
New York, June 20, 1837. 


REPORT 
Of the Corresponding Secretary, of the interview 
of the Rev. Mr. Murray and himself, with the 

Presbytery of New Brunswick. 

At aprevious meeting, the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick, had appointed to meet on the 20th inst. 
expressly for the purpose of relating to each other 
the state of their Churches; their personal experi- 
ence in reference to their labours among their peo- 
ple; to mourn together over the desolations of 
Zion; and to seek for the return of the Spirit of 
God by humiliation and united prayer. It is a re- 
markable and encouraging instance of divine 
grace and mercy, that after the meeting for this 
purpose was appointed to take place at New Bruns- 
wick, and before the Presbytery actually met, the 
Spirit of God came down with power on the 
Churches of all denominations in that city; and 
when the brethren met, they found themselves in 
the midst of a revival of religion. 

The Rev. Mr. Murray and the Corresponding 
Secretary, reached New Brunswick in the morn- 
ing; and were invited by the Presbytery to be 
present with them. Owing to the engaged state 
of the Churches, Mr. Murray yielded to the solici- 
tation of the brethren there, and preached in the 
afternoon in the Presbyterian Church, and in the 
evening in the Reformed Dutch Church, under the 
care of the Rev. Dr. Howe. Le was therefore ne- 
cessarily absent from the Presbytery most of the 
time on Tuesday. | 

After sermon by the Rev. Dr. Alexander, the 
Preshytery spent the day in accordance with their 
previous resolution. The object of this report does 
not require that these proceedings be here stated. 
It is not however out of place to remark, that the 
full and free statements of the ministers and elders 
present, of the state of the Churches, of their trials 
and encouragements, and the various suggestions 
of experienced fathers, gave to the whole a deep 
and solemn interest; and was well calculated to 
make all feel that they were engaged in the ser- 
vice of the same blessed Saviour, and tended 
greatly to draw closer together the bonds of Chris- 
tian love and fellowship. 7 

At the close of these exercises, the Secretary 
was invited to make a statement in relation to the 
Society. This consisted chiefly of a relation of 
facts, explanatory of our present condition. The 
mission to China was referred to, and the time 
when the missionaries for this field were expected 
to sail, and the expense of this mission. So also 
of the large reinforcement, waiting to be sent to 
Northern India. In this connexion a few remarks 
were made tending to show that when missionaries 
are detained at home, the injury to the missionary 
cause, goes much beyond the given number of la- 
bourers delayed. The discouragement reaches the 


missionaries among the héathen—it reaches the 
young men in the ‘Theological Seminaries—and it 
deranges for years to come the wisest plans and 
operations of the Board. ‘The Presbytery were in- 


[tive Committee, to procure suitable agents this 
ear to visit all the Churches; and that unless the 
resbyteries took the charge of this part of the 
work, the cherished hopes of sending out the pre- 
st missionary force must be abandoned or post- 
poned. 

After a short recess in the evening, the Presby- 
tery resumed the subject of foreign missions, 
and the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. : 

Resolved, That this Presbytery have hcard with 
great interest the statements of Walter Lowrie, 
Esq. with respect to the Presbyterian Foreign 
Missionary Society, and approve the determination 
of the Board to fix the seat of the Society in the 
city of New York, and that we do cordially recom- 
mend said Society to the countenance and support 
of all the Churches in connexion with this body. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Yeomans, 
Cooley, and Professor McLean, be a committee to 
confer with the Executive Committee of the Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missionary Society, relative to 
measures to be adopted by this Presbytery, for 
raising funds in aid of said Society. 

While these resolutions were pending, and after 
they were adopted, a most interesting and encour- 
aging interchange of sentiment took place among 
the members. All were of one mind, and there 
seemed to be but one heart; all agreed that the 
cause should be specially presented to every 
Church in their connexion, and that they would 
take this part of the work upon themselves. 3 

The venerable father, the Rev. Dr. Miller, of- 
fered to take any four Churches which his brethren 
should assign to him, and which were immediately 
named. ‘To the Rev. Messrs. Professor McLean, 
Yeomans, Rodgers, Cooley, and D. V. McLean, 
the other churches were assigned; and it was 
understood that the committee appointed by the 
second resolution, should change, if necessary, 
any part of the present arrangement of individuale 
churches, and also prepare a permanent plan for 
the future. The other members of the Presbytery 
freely offered their services if they should be 
wanted ; and all gave evidence that they consider- 
ed these services as a privilege, and as a labour of 
love and mercy. 

After the Presbytery had finished these arrange- 
ments, they united in prayer and praise, and con- 


purpose. At the stated morning prayer mecting 


ties in the Theological Seminary, cheerfully en-| of the Presbyterian Church, at 5 o’clock, the most 
gaging to present the foreign missionary cause to 
four churches, we have reason to be encouraged. 
The same feeling also was exhibited by every 
member of the Presbytery present; not as a task, 
but a labour of love. 
Presbytery such a portion of his Spirit, fullow it by 
a full reward,—a reward not of debt but of grace, 
to the praise of his own great name. 


of the members of Presbytery, and a large number 
of the congregation were present. 


It were easy to make reflections, on the facts 
here presented, but a simple remark must suffice. 
Why cannot every Presbytery in our beloved 
Church, adopt a similar course? The people of 
every church would rejoice to see a neighbouring 
pastor, meeting with their own pastor, to present 
the cause of Foreign Missions to them; the vacant 
churches too would greatly rejoice; and the op- 
portunity this afforded to the Presidents and Pro- 
fessors of our Colleges and Theological Semina- 
ries, of meeting with the churches and people of 
God, for the promotion of the Saviour’s cause, 
would be encouraging and salutary to all con- 


Watrer Lowrie, 
| Corresponding Secretury. 
Missionary Rooms, 
New York, June 21, 1837. 
For the Presbyterian. 
A FEW PLAIN THOUGHTS. 
[Since our own remarks on the following sub- 
ject were in type, we received the following from 
a legal gentleman of Philadelphia. ] 


The New-school party say that the General As- 
sembiy was virtually dissolved, by the vote de- 
claring that the Synod cf the Western Reserve 
did not belong to tne General Asseinbl y—theretore 
all subsequent doings, particularly that which re- 
lated to the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, are 
null and void. ‘I'his is the plea for rebellion. 

_ Yet a large proportion of that very party were 
present, as members of the General Assembly— 
acting as such—and heard the Moderator, Dr. 
Elliot, say in conformity with the provisions of the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, at the 
close of its late sessions, and in consequence of a 
vote taken for dissolving the Assembly, in which 
vote they participated, * By virtue of the authority 
delegated to me by the Church, let this General 
Assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, 
and require another Assembly, chosen in the same 
manner, to meet at Philadelphia, in the Seventh 
Presbyterian Church, on the third Thursday of 
May, A. D. 1833.” After which he prayed and 
returned thanks, and pronounced on those present 
the Apostolic Benediction. 

The next General Assembly can only be formed 
by commissioners appointed by the Presbyteries, 
in pursuance of the above requisition,—therefore, 
all those who hold that the Assembly was dis- 
solved by the vote excluding the Synod of Western 
Reserve, cannot be present at that Asseinbly. It 
is well known that the commissioners froin the 
Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, voted on the 
questions before the Assembly, after their action. 
in the case of the Western Reserve Synod; and 
their votes and names are recorded, and will be 
published in the minutes of the General Assem- 
bly. ‘The position now assumed by the New- 
school party, should have been taken immediately 
on the passage of the act relative to the Western 
Reserve Synod. It is now too late. And their 
own votes, subsequently, will be evidence against 
the legality of their present posture. 

‘These thoughts are suggested as items for the 
forth-coming pamphlet, with which the community 
are threatened. 

‘he New-school Assemblies were like the 
Kings of England, they could do no wrong; and 
implicit obedience to their acts, was preached 
loudly by New-school men. It was then said to 
be presumption and treason, for inferior judicato- 
ries to sit in judgment on, or to rebel against, their 
acts. But, ‘“dempora mutantur,” which, being 
freely translated, is—* the tables are turned.” 

Civis. 


For the Presbyterian. 
SIXTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Mr. Editor—Picase give the following resolu- 
tion, unanimously adopted by the Sixth Presbyte- 
rian Church of Philadelphia, an insertion in your 
paper, and 6blige the members of that Church. 


“ Resolved, That this congregation deeply sym- 
pathize with the Rev. Samugen G. Wincuester 
in his present affliction, and deeply lament that 
there is a necessity for dissolving the important 
and endearing tie which has heretofore connected 
them together, and we will remember with grati- 
tude the soundness of his faith, his watchfulness, 
his zeal, and the integrity of his character, the 
operation of which, upon the souls of his flock, 
will only be fully known in the world to come.” 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


The Crops.—A letter from a subscriber in Miles- 
burg, Centre County, assures us that the crops in that 
section, promise an abundant yield; and a farmer, one 
of our old residenters, who removed some years since 
to Somerset county, in this state, informed us a few 
days ago, when on a visit to his relations, that the 
crops in Somerset never looked better. Our informa. 
tion from all other parts of our state are equally cheer- 
ing. The prospect, generally, is that of a good har- 
vest.—Lancaster (Pa.) Journal. 

Pennsylvania.—The Harrisburg Telegraph says,— 
“It is gratifying toa Pennsylvanian to know that the 
tolls on our public works have already amounted to 
upwards of $550,000, a handsome advance above the 
tolls of last year, notwithstanding the great pressure 
and stagnation of business. 


Morris Canal Company—The long contemplated 
resignation of the Hon. Louis McLane, as President 
of the Morris Canal and Banking Company, took place 
a few days ago. Mr. McLane has accepted the Pre- 
sidency of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Com- 
pany. ‘The Hon. Samuel L. Southard was on F’riday 
unanimously elected President of the Morris Canal 
and Banking Company, to supply the place of Mr. 
McLane. 


Little Rock, June 5—The steam boat Black Hawk, 


formed, that it was not in the power of the Execu-! 


tinued their exercises till a late hour, when they | 
adjourned to 8 o’clock the next day, for the same | 


arrived at our landing on Wednesday morning last, 
having on board about 500 Creek Indians, under the 
charge of Lt. Deas, U.S; Army. These Indians are 
a part of the number who were employed against the 
Seminoles. The river is in good boating stage, and 
from the energetic movements of Lt. Deas, no doubt 
is entertained but that he will be able to reach Fort 
Gibson with his party, without taking the land route. ' 


Church Burned.—We regret to learn that the Epis- 
copal Church, at Belleville, was destroyed by fire on 
Saturday morning. The house had not been finished, 
or occupied, and stood entirely insulated, and there 
can be no doubt that its destruction is the work of an 
incendiary—for whose apprehension a reward of 2UU 
dollars has been offvred. ‘The loss is computed at 
2000 to 3000 dollars.— Newark (N. J:) Advertiser. 


Indians of the Northwest—We have been informed 
that, with a view to establish amicable relations be- 
tween them, on a permanent basis, the President 
has directed that invitations should be given to 
the Saes and Foxes, the Winnebagoes, the Sioux of the 
Mississippi and the Missouri, the Ioways, and the 
Sacs of Missouri, to send deputations to this city. They 
will probably arrive here about the first of October. 
The principal chiefs of the several bands of these 
tribes, with the most distinguished braves, will con- 
stitute these deputations. ‘The whole nuinber will not, 
it is belicved, full short of fifty. The occasion will be 
one full of interest to those who wish to observe the 
costume and habits of the indigenous tribes, and to 
listen to powerful native eloquence. ‘The subjects to 
be considered will probably elicit all the talent and 
tact of the most able among them.—Globe. 


Michigan Banks—TVhe whole number of banks in 
the state of Michigan is fourteen, including the branch 
of the Bank of Michigan at Kalamazoo. ‘The aggre- 
gate capital is 1,697,905 dollars ; louns and discounts 
on the Ist June, (including domestic exchange) 3,875,- 
984 dollars; circulation 1,415,244 dollarsj and iidivi- 
dual deposites 588,738 dollars. The goverment mo- 
ncys are deposited with the Bank of Michigan, and 
the Farmers’ and Mcchanics’ Bank of Michigan, the 
former of which had on the first June 730,434 dollars, 
and the Jatter 483,284 dollars. 


Editorial Convention in Indiana—This Convention 
was held at Indianapolis, on the 29th ult. The resolu- 
tions passed reflect honour on the heads and hearts of 
the brethren assembled on the occasion. They resolved, 
a:nong other things highly commendable, to discoun- 
tenance Imimorality, anarcliy, and demagogucism, all 
personalities and altercations, to desist indulging in 
ardent spirits, torefuse employment to individuals of 
intemperate habits, and to espouse the cause of educa- 
tion. Previous to adjourning, they formed themselves 
into an association by the name of The Indiana Asso- 
ciation of Editors. ‘The number of papers published 
in the state is fifty-two. 


Noble Example—On the 16th of June, inst. the 
Common Council of the city of Newark, passed the 
following resolutions :. 

Whereas, The due observance of the Sa!bath is 
calculated to promote the peace and good order of so- 
cicty ; And whereas, the cars of the New Jersey Rail 
Road and T'ransportation Company, and the steamboat 
Passaic, are employed in transporting passengers on 
that day, to, from, and through this city ; and the Com- 
mon Council being desirous of preventing the said 
practice for the future; Therefore 

Resolved, ‘That the New Jersey Rail Road Compa- 
ny, and the owncr or owners of the steamboat Pas- 
saic, be respectfully requested to desist from run- 
ning the cars of said Company, and the said boat, 
on the Sabbath, for the purpose of transporting pus- 
sengers. 

Resolved, That the Mayor be requested to enclose 
a copy of the above resolution to the President of said 
Rail Road Company, and to the owner or owners of 
said steamboat Passaic. 3 

As the result of the above application, a stockholder 
informs the editors of the New York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, that the New Jersey Rail Road and ‘Trans- 
portation Company have passed a resolution that they 
will henceforth suspend the operation of their horses, 
locomotives, and cars, during the Sabbath. ‘he New 
Jersey railway is now completed to New Brunswick, 
and offers a very cheap and expeditious mode of con- 
veyance to travellers from that city to Newark and 
New York. We trust it will receive none the less pa- 
tronage of the community generally, and especially 
the religious and moral, from the fact that it is not 
employed in the desecration of the Christian Sabbath. 


Brunswick Harbour, Georgia—Captains Woolsey, 
Claxton, and Shurbrick, of the Navy, appointed to ex- 
amine the Ports south of the Chesapeake for the.es. 
tablishment of a Navy Yard, have reported that 
Charleston, Darien, and St. Mary’s are incapable of 
admitting a larger vessel than a sloop of war, and that 
Brunswick, Savannah, and Beaufort are frigate har- 
bours. Of these Brunswick is the deepest, and Sa- 
vannah has the deepest water on the bar. ‘I'he posi- 
tion of Brunswick is particularly important also, as 
the most southern frigate harbour on our coast, and 
the key to the West India trade. 


The Law of Diverce in Massachusetts—At the late 
session of the Supreme Court in Springfield, Mass., 
the court decided that under the present law, intem- 
perance unconnected with the extreme cruelty or de- 
sertion and neglect of a husband to provide for his 
wife, is not a sufficient ground for a divorce—yet may 
be given in evidence, as corroborative of other testi- 
mony. 


Foreign Grain—About sixty thousand bushels of 
wheat from Europe, were entered at the Baltimore 
Custom House on Tuesday 20th ult., besides a con- 
siderable «juantity of rye. Notwithstanding this ad- 
ditional supply, the Baltimore American states, that 
wheat has advanced, and sold from 15 to 20 per cent. 
higher on Tucsday last, than for several weeks pre- 
vious. 

Bank Arrangements—An important arrangement 
has been made between the Girard and Pennsylvania 


Banks of Philadelphia, and the Banks of Nashville. | § 


The two former Banks have agrecd to loan the latter 
$800,000 in post notes, made payable at Philadelphia. 
‘This will be a great convenience to the business men, 
as the Nashville Banks will loan these notes to the 
merchants to pay their debts or make purchases at 
Philadelphia —Herald. 


Wheat Bounty in Maine—The Maine Legislature, 
during the last session, otfered a bounty, (we do not 
remember the exact sum.) for every bushel of whcat 
that should be raised. We understand, froin a Maine 
gentleman, that the consequent cxcitement has been 
such, that there is every prospect of an immense 
crop. He states from calculation, the tax to the State, 
from this bounty, will be not far from two hundred 
thousand dollars ! | 


Increase of Population—The committce appointed 
by the proper authorities of New York, to inquire into 
matters connected with the increase of foreign popu- 
lation in that city, observe in their report: “ During 
the last year 60,541 passengers arrived at this port. 
The numbcr has greatly increased this season, the 
average being very nearly two thousand per week. 
The Alms House is full, containing at this moment 
3074, of which three-fourths are foreigners. In fact, 
our public churilies arc principally for the benefit of 
these foreigners; for of 1209 persons admitted into 
the Hospital at Bellevue, 982 were aliens. ‘The ex- 
pense of the Alms House establishment and its depen- 
dencics last year amounted to $205,506 63-100. . ~ 


Traffic in Slaves—The Legislature of the state of 
Mississippi has passed a law prohibiting the introduc- 
tion of slaves into that State, for sale or hire. ‘The 
penalty is a fine of five hundred dollars and imprison- 
ment from oue month to six months for each slave im- 
ported. All contracts for purchase or hire are de- 
clared void. ‘I'he law passed on the 11th of May, and 
took eflcct from its passage. 


Ilinois—The Chicago (Illinois) American, of May 
26th, says— Contracts to the amount of $1,000,000 
were made by the Commissioners of the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal on Saturday last, and at.about $60,000 
less than the estimated prices. Labourers to almost 
any number can now find employment on the different 
sections of this line, and receive high prices. Several 
thousand are wanted immediately. 

Illegal Importation of Aliens—The Corporation 
have taken up this subjcet in earnest, and are adopting 
the most rigorous measures for putting an end to the 
alleged abuses. Within the last few days Capt. Swin- 
ford of the barque Ocean, has been arrested at the 
suit of the Corporation on a writ for $100,000, for not 
having bonded his passengers. ‘The penalty is $500 
for evcry passenger so neglected to be bonded, and 
hence the large amount for whieh the Corporation 
have sued him. ‘lhe Corporation Attorney, however, 
consented to take bail for him in the sum of $10,000, 
which he procured, and was liberated. Capt. Kay of 
the ship St. George was also arrested on a writ for a 
a similar amount, and not being able to procure bail in 
$10,000, he reinains in prison.—WN. Y. Jour. Com. 


Lower Canada—Lord Gosford has thought it neces- 
sary to issue a solemn proclamation against the agita- 
tors. The preamble states that seditious meetings 
have been held, at which seditious resolutions have 
been adopted; and the proclamation sulemnly exhorts 
all the good subjects of his Majesty in the province, to 
unite in the cause of peace and good order—to dis- 
continue all seditious writings, and eschew all meet- 


ings of a dangerous or equivocal character. All magis- 


trates, peace-officers, and officers of militia, até én- 
joined to oppose and {frustrate the insidious designs of 
the discontented and seditious, &c. The Montreat 
Herald censures this act of his Lordship, as anneces- 
sary; and adds, that if a proclamation were necessary, 
he should have issued one of vigour—not such a honey« 
and-water affair as the Herald irreverently calls it. To 
show the respect attached to it, the Herald. says that an 
influential member of the Ascmbly—one of the ma- 
jority, that is, the agitators—tore the proclamation to 
pieces at a meeting at Berthier. 


Steamboat Accident—The Mobiic Commercial 

ter of June 21, says:—“ We have another terrible 
steamboat accident to record, with a dreadful loss of 
lite. ‘The steamboat Crusader, which plies between 
Pascagoula and New Orleans, burst her boiler on 
Monday morning—killed one man instantly, and 
scalded eleven others, nearly alt fatally. was 
found at anchor near Rabbit Island; by the U. S. Mail 
Boat, Mobile, Captain Sheridan. ‘Fhe Captain of the 
Mobile abandoned his voyage, and returned to New 
Orleans towing the Crusader. ‘Ihree of the scalded 
died before she reached the Lake landing, and a nem. 
ber more were not expected to survive. We cannot 

learn any particulars of the cause of the disuster, 

nor the naines of the sufferers. One was a pas. 

wenger, a Frenchman—the others were mostly boat 
1ands.” 

Exploring Expedition—The difference of opiniort 

among the officers attuched to this expedition as to the 

merits of the vessels destined for their use, has induced 

the Secretary of the Navy to order the two barques to 

be taken into dock for furthef examination. The 

Secretary has also convened a board of naval officers 

to make a survey of the vessels, and report its opinion 

of their suitableness for the contemplated service. | 


From Florida—Cuaptain De L’Agnel of the ordnance 
corps, who arrived at Savannah from Garey’s Ferry, om 
the 18th ult., furnishes the editor of the Georgian, later 
advices from Florida. He contradicts the reports al- 
ready published that the Indian war was about to 
break out anew. : 
He says that it is true that Micanopy, Jumper, and 
others had left ‘Tampa previous to the 14th inst., but 
their departure had not induced a suspicion on the 
part of the ollicers of the army that they intended to 
be insincere. Micanopy had sent back a horse and 
some borrowed money, since he left Tampa. Let- 
ters had also becn received, by which it appears. that 
the cause of their evacuating Tampa was the ap. - 
pearance of tlic measles; which they mistook for the 
small-pox. 

Micanopy, it is said, sent word to General Jesup, 
that “he had a straight tongue”’—implying that he 
would fulfil his engagements. 

The report of a number of whites having been killed 
near the Ocklawaha is contradicted. Be 
Gen. Jesup was at Tampa Bay on the F4th ult. He 
had not advised the planters to abandon their crops. 
He merely cautioned the inhabitants te be on the 
alert in case of partial aggression om the part of the 
Indians. Fort Armstrong could not have been attack. 
ed as was reported. It was abandoned at least a month 
since, on account of its unhealthy location, and the 

garrison removed to Fort King. 
Major Gates has been assigned to the command of 
the troops at Micanopy and its vicinity. ? 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


London and Liverpool dates to the 24th and 25th of 
May have been received by the Victoria, at New York, 
The papers contain very little addition to the news al- 
ready published. ‘They are filled with debates on the 
Church question in Parliament. The Conservative 
party gains ground, and the Lord Me.sourne minis-« 
try is losing. 

The Courier of May 24, states that the Ametican 
paper is in little demand, and prices are nearly sta- 
tionary. United States Bank post notes are 944 to 95, 
and Morris Canal Bonds 984 to 99. 

The impression in the commercial money market of 
London on the evening of the 24th, was troublesome— 
bad news being expected from Liverpool, and des- 
ponding accounts coming in from the manufacturing 
towns; no alteration in the quotations of foreign ex. 
changes, and for want of confidence littl business 
doing. 

Lua, May 24.—There has been a fair demand 
for Cotton yesterday and to day, yet the advance ob- 
tained early in the week of 4 a 4d has partially disap- 
peared, and the market eloses heavily. The week’s 
import is 20,814 bags. : | 

The Portuguese ministry had resigned, if conseé- 
quence of a defeat in the Chamber of Deputies, on att 
unimportant question. Their resignation had been 
accepted, but it was not thought probable that a' new 
ministry could be formed. with any. hope of perma- 
nence. 

The advices from Tripoli reach to the 26th of March. 
The plague still continued its ravages with unabated 
fury, and the deaths were from 35 to 40 per day.— 
Every measure had been adopted to arrest the malady, 
but the town was nearly half depopulated. 

FROM MEXICO. 

The New Orleans Bee of the 21st ult. annonces the 
arrival of the brig Opelousas from Vera Cruz, bringing 
papers to the 12th June. The Opelousas sailed on the 
14th, and had on board 131,000 dollars in specie. The 
message of President Bustamente was sent to the as- 


'sembled Cungress of Mexico on the first of June. It 


speaks in rather a spceific tone towards the United 
States. After declaring that harmony prevailed ite 
the relations of Mexico with foreign nations, the mes- 
sage continues thus: 

“ From this pleasing perspeetive which I have traced 
of our foreign relations, I have to except the conduet 
observed by the Government of the United States. The 
law, nevertheless, which authorizes the republic to act 
on the claims of that government, and to take proper 
ineasures for the national safety if satisfaction should 
not be given to us, induces me to hope, not without 
ood ground, that our relations with the neighbouring 
republic will be re-established. In the contrary case, 
the nation will place itself in an attitude demanded by 
its dignity and its honour.” 

Concerning the internal situation of the nation, the 
President says: 

“ Although good order and peace prevail throughout 
the whole extent of the Republic, it is painful for me 
to cxcept the departments of Texas and California, 
and a sinall part of that of San Luis. The Govern- 
ment is unccasingly occupied in directing measures 
calculated to insure success to the Mexican arms, and 
to restore to the Republic its most remote limits in the | 
territory of Texas.” : 

Advices from San Luis de Potosi have also been rés 
ceived, announcing the defeat and death of General 
Moctezuma, and the entire dispersion of his army- 
Six hundred infantry had surrendered to the Govern- 
ment troops, among them are Ramon Ugarte and all 
the chicfs of the insurrection. | 

Commodore Dallas’s squadron had arrived at Mati. 


moras, where its appearance excited much alarm, but 


Gencral Filosola and the American Consul went to- 
gether on board the Constellation, and it appears that 
the matters in dispute were satisfactorily adjusted. 
Commodore Dallas has forwarded despatches to the 
United States Government. a 


ORPHAN ASYLU™, . 
The Rev. T. Brainarp, of the Third Presbyterian 
Church, will preach at the Orphan Asylum, corner 
Schuylkill Fifth and Cherry streets, next Sabbath 
Afternoon at half past 3 o’clock. 


COLONIZATION, 
The Rev. G. W. Beruune and Rev. Dr. Batcocé 
will address the Ladies’ Colonization Society on Tues- 
day, the 4th of July, at 4 o’clock P. M., in the Baptist 
Church, Second street, near Areh, Philadelphia. 


TO STATED CLERKS OF PRESBYTERIES. 


The Subscriber would respectfully inform those 

whom it may concern, that he has received no sta- 

tistical reports from the following Presbyteries, 
viz: Oswego, Onondaga, New Brunswick, Phila- 

delphia 3d, Redstone, Washington, Trumbull, Lo- 
rain, Medina, Illinois, Palestine, Alton, St. Louis, 
French Broad, Holston, Shiloh, and Flint River. 
If these Presbyteries would have their reports pub- 

lished in the statistical tables in the Appendix to. 
the Minutes of the Cee ee they must 

forward them soon, to the subscriber. 
JOHN McDOWELL, Stated Clerk. 

Philadelphia, June 26, 1837. ; 

WRIE,.—A Memoir of Mrs. 

the Northern India Mission, 

by the Rev, Asbbel G. Fairchild. With an Introduction 
by the Rev. Elisha P. Swift. Second edition, Revise 


Enlarged. 
and for sale at the South-East eorner 


; h and George streets, Philadelphia, b 
WM. S. MARTIEN. 


ALTIMORE HAMS—Just received a lot of prime 

canvassed hams, cured in Baltimore. Having 

sold a large number of these hams which have giver 

great satistaction, we feel warranted in recommending 

them. They are generally of small size suitable for 
families. JAMES R. WEBB. 


South West Corner Dock & and Second streets. 
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THE PRE 


From the Christian Mirror. 
PRAYER. 
When shall we pray !—at morning light, 
Before earth’s cares our spirits blight, 
-.JBefore our thoughts shall earthward bend. 
‘We'll seek a never-failing friend. 
‘To Him we'll look—to him we'll pray, 
“Yo guide us through the coming day, 
His counsel seek—His aid implore 
To keep us, that we sin no more. 
Our morning prayers should ever rise 
A heartfelt offering to the skies. 
When all our wants are well supplied, 
_ And blessings flow on every side; 
_ With grateful hearts may we receive 
. ‘The favours that our Father gives ; 

Bo Him we'll comé in bumble prayer, 

_ And thenk Him for his heavenly care. 

~_ -And should our journey here below 

_ Be marked -by care, and fraught with woe, 

Misfortune’s hand our hopes destroy, 
And. leave us nought of earthly joy ; 

_.. ¥f one by one, by sad decay, 

_ . M@ar friends are call’d from us away, 

» And from our heart’s each hope is torn, 
And we are left alone to mourn, 

. QO then to heaven we’ll bow the knee; 
That as our day our strength may be. 
And when the springs of life shall fail, 
And we must leave this lowly vale, 
When we must yield our fleeting breath 

_ Unto the harbinger of death, 
'. O then we'll pray for heavenly power 
_'To save us in that dreadful hour, 
"Fo guide our souls to heaven above, 
_. Where we may sing-redeeming love, 
. Where we may rest from all our care. 
And praise the God that brought us ee 


For the Presbyterian. 


> CLOSE OF A SERMON. 

‘There are other doctrines of the Bible 
which are rejected by those who deny origi- 
nal depravity, but I shall pass them by for 
the purpose of noticing another class of 
church-members, who do not, in words, deny 
the great and distinguishing doctrines of 
grace ; but nevertheless, they think that it is 
not profitable to preach them. But certainly 
it is more safe to trust the Word of God, than 
the word of men on this subject. And Je- 
hovah hath declared, that “all Scripture is 


_ given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 


able.” We know of no revealed truth which 
is not profitable; all should be preached. 
But is said, that these doctrines, and es- 
pecially the doctrine of election and the sin- 
ner’s dependance, will destroy a revival of 
religion.” We answer, if a Bible sermon 
will destroy a revival of religion, then God 
has revealed something in his Word, which 
counteracts his benevolent work of grace 
and destroys our confidence in his wisdom. 
These doctrines should be preached much in 
revivals of religion. God is able to direct 
the Word preached so as to answer his pur- 
poses; and can we not repose confidence in 
God, and trust his Word in: his own hand? 
He hath said, ** My word shall not return 
unto me void, it shall accomplish that which 
I please ;- it shall prosper in the thing where- 
unto [ sent it. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my Word shall not pass away. 
Whenever, therefore, a Bible sermon destroys 
an excitement in a place, we must conclude 
that the excitement is not a revival of religion, 
but a revival of the animal passions. And 
if ministers preach the doctrines of the Bible, 
or Bible sermons, they should be considered 
friends of revivals, and treated as such. It 
is painful to hear that minister, who keeps 
out of view, and denies the leading doctrines 
of the Gospel, called a “revival preacher ;” 
while those who have the courage in these 
troublesome times, and the magnanimity to 
preach them, are denounced as enemies of 
revival. This thing is uncharitable and un- 
christian. 

_I have not made these remarks, brethren, 
because I doubt your soundness in the faith; 
but because there isa spirit abroad in our 
beloved Zion, which denies, and in many 
instances, holds up to ridicule and con- 
tempt, the precious truths of God’s Word. 
It is the duty of every minister to sound the 
alarm whenever danger approaches; so that 
the Church may be on their guard and pre- 
serve the purity of her faith. These remarks 
will be received with christian kindness, for 
they have been given with pure motives. If 
the errors, which are abroad, are not held up 
and distinguished as errors, and a christian 
effurt made to maintain truth, and purify the 


» Church; the Church will depart so far from 


the “faith once delivered unto the saints,” 
as to retain no features of the Church of 
Christ, but the visible form. When indivi- 
duals deny these doctrines of the Bible, it 


-eertainly is a strong evidence that they are 


not Christians. In addressing the inhabitants 
of Galilee, our Saviour said ‘‘ Repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel.” Christ considered that 
a firm and unshaken faith in the Gospel was 
necessary to salvation; and for this purpose 
the Gospel is revealed. But if the doctrines, 
of which we have spoken, are revealed 1n the 
Gospel, and we deny them, how is it possible 
to believe the Gospel? If these are revealed 
truths, we do not see how it is possible to 
deny or dislike them, or manifest indifference 
towards them, and at the same time be a child 
of grace. We do sincerely believe that the 
Christian loves the Bible, the whole Bible, 
and every part of the Bible. We do sin- 
cerely believe that the great and distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the Bible are food to his 
soul, and comfort and animate him in the 
Christian warfare. We do sincercly believe 
that these doctrines are “a lamp unto his 
feet, and a light unto his path.” My brethren, 
we have confidence and faith in the Bible, 
and faith is an active principle; and let us 
manifest this faith, and our attachment to 
Christ, and his cause, and his Bible, by the 
warmth of our devotion in the service of Him 
who has revealed these things. 
the holy Bible to our hearts with the grasp 
of faith, that its precious truths may be en- 
graven there as on “the Rock forever.” 
Paul, in his Epistle to the Colossian brethren, 
addresses them on this subject in the follow- 
ing language, “ Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you, richly in all wisdom.” And David 
says, ** Thy Word have I hid in mine heart ; 
thy Word hath quickened me. ‘Thy Word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path. Thy Word is very pure; therefore 
thy servant loveth it.” And Jeremiah ex- 
presses his attachment and ardent love for 


‘the Word of God in language like the fol- 


lowing, words were found, and J did 
eat them; and thy Word was unto me the 
Joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” And John 
testifieth that the Bible or words of Christ 
* are spirit and life” to the believer. This 
is the view these good men have of the 
Bible. And all others, whose hearts have 
been touched by divine grace, will have simi- 
lar views of the Word of God. 

We have said that we cannot see how a 
person can reject these doctrines of the Bi- 
ble, and at the same time be a Christian. 
And we are supported in this opinion by the 


Let us press | 


declaration of the beloved John on the Isle 
of Patmos. His testimony is direct. “ If any 
man shall take away from the words of the 


book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book.” Here, then, is direct 
evidence, given under inspiration, that if any 
man shall reject the doctrines of the Bible, 
he shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. 
How cautious, then, should we be, not to re- 
ject the revealed will of God. Our hearts 
are inclined to unbelief; and this is said to 
be the damning sin of the world. Unbelief 
will get into the heart before we are aware. 
There are so many secret windings about the 
heart ; it is so deceitful and wicked, that un- 
less we are on our guard, and watch, it will 
lead us astray. We would urge all, there- 
fore, to keep their hearts with God, and em- 
brace the precious volume, as a legacy of in- 
Snite value, bequeathed by the Author of 
our being. The Bible is the light of the 
world, and through its influence the nations 
of the earth are to be brought into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God. Yes, 
brethren, this Book, which the infidel rejects, 
and parts of which others cast aside, will yet 
shed its benign influence through the world, 
and bless the nations of the earth with those 
inalienable rights which God and nature hath 
given them. ‘This Book will yet be trans- 
lated into every language, and find its way 
into every abode, and send joy and gladness 
into every heart. It will yet kindle a flame 
of hope in every bosom and draw from the 
heart of all moral beings in this lower world, 
the pure and holy sentiment, “’T'he Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” 
And when the elect shal] all have been ga- 
thered in, and the Church militant rise to the 
Church triumphant, angels will convey the 
Holy Bible up to the Throne, and around it 
will be gathered the redeemed of the Lord, 
and from it will be taken the new song, 
‘‘ Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to 
open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests; and we shall reign 
on the earth. Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne and unto the Lamb forever 
and ever.” For this precious Book, “ Bless 
the Lord O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name. “ Let all the peo- 
ple say Amen.” A. W. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 

Practical Religion recommended and en- 
forced, in a series of letters from Epsilon to 
his friend. By John Woodbridge, D. D. New 
York; John S. Taylor, 1837. pp. 316. — 

In this work Dr. Woodbridge will be justly 
allowed by sober, judicious, aid pious men 
to have done good service. His book is a 
sound, practical exhibition of Christian expe- 
rience and obligation. Jt is not a mere de- 
clamatory exhortation, but a faithful exposi- 
tion of truth and duty in their solemn rela- 
tions to each other and of the just influence 
of genuine Christian principle. ‘The style is 
serious, sometimes playful, but always com- 
mended by the good sense and practical picty 
it developes, and the neatness and even ele- 
gance of many passages. It is not a book of 
anecdotes, but itis more. It deals with its 
readers as men of understanding, and its ar- 
gument is illustrated with some well drawn 
and pertinent examples of the varivus virtues 
which it enforces, and of the deformities 
which it chastises. Those who are ac- 
quainted with the human nature of the pre- 
sent times will be inclined to think that some 
of the portraits are accurate copies of living 
examples. 


From the Pennsylvania Inquirer. 
TO THE FARMERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Gentlemen—In October, 1836, I advertised 
that some seed grain had been ordered from 
Europe. Out of this grew a correspondence 
with different persons living in various parts 
of the country; in replying to these Jetters, 
the one that follows was written to Mr. Wood, 
of Kennebec. 

As the letter takes notice of the influence 
that altitude exercises over vegetation, anda 
new practice in farming, its publication may 
entertain some, and suggest to others new 
modes that may prove profitable to themselves 
and beneficial to society. 

In matters of this kind it is necessary that 
every farmer should himself judge how far 
what is proposed in a new project is applica- 
ble to the circumstances in which he is 
placed, and then ascertain the fact by practi- 
cal experiment. | 

There ever must be many improvements 
to be made in Agriculture, the value and ex- 
tent of which can only be come at by practi- 
cal experiment, and the following suggestion 
belongs to this class. And the object of this 
publication is to bring the plan of sowing 
Wheat in June, July, &c., under your consi- 
deration, and if in your opinion it should ap- 
pear feasible to procure for it the ordeal ex- 
periment. Yours, respectfully, J. R. 

Philadelphia, May 20, 1837. 


Philadelphia, May 4, 1837. 
Sir—Your favour of April 10th was uly 
received, and would have been earlier replied 
to, had circumstances permitted, its subject 
matter meriting particular attention. 

By the newspaper, “ Pennsylvania Inquir- 
er,’ of March 29th, under the ship news, it 
is stated that the “ Brig Carth, from Green- 
ock, for New York, had been abandoned at 
sea—crew and passengers saved.” ‘The seed 

{ was importing was on board that vessel. 

To procure sceds of good quality and kind, 
likely to be serviceable to our agriculture, 
is attended with considerable trouble, and | 
have made no arrangement for renewing the 

order. 

By your letter, I see that there is a society 

in Maine, desirous to improve the resources 

of the Farmer. The press is now so attentive 

to keep us in a state of party excitement 

about Presidents, office hunters, &c. and ac- 

quainted with all the murders, lynchings, and 

villanies that are injuring and disgracing our 
country, that with all its boastings of impor- 

tance, it is too seldom found in the service 

of the people, in showing us the men, whose 

good conduct renders them worthy of the 
country’s notice, and apart from party pur- 

pose, the press gives us very little information 

of national policy or local improvements. I 

am mentioning these things, because though | 
we have many newspapers, yet they tell us_ 
little of the useful affairs of the country ; and 

it is only from verbal accounts I have been 


chusetts, and the more eastern States. But 
why wheat does not thrive there, [ have not 


disposed to credit the report, and I entertain’ 


the opinion, that there must be a system of 
Agriculture, suited to that climate, and cal- 
culated to render wheat raising a profitable 
business; and, replying to your letter, offers 
an occasion on which we may speak of what 
has been done in other countries; and 
amongst those gentlemen you are associated 
with, for the purpose of improving our Agri- 
culture, there will be many qualified to in- 
vestigate the subject to which this letter re- 
lates; and some whose desire 1s to arrive at 
fact, will try the experiment, and by that 
means procure the decision, which nature 
and experience only can give. 

Wheat, of good quality and abundant crops, 
is raised in the neighbourhood of St. Andrews, 
in Scotland, and even further north. Now St. 
Andrews is about 56 degrees of north lati- 
tude, and east of Connecticut river there 
must be millions of acres of land, equally as 
good in quality, as are the wheat lands of 
Scotland. The climate here, is more favoura- 
ble than that of Scotland. Let us inquire 
into the practice followed there and in other 
countries, and by comparison, endeavour to 
discover a system that is to improve our own 
agriculture. 

In the Scots portion of the Island of Great 
Britain, there are large extents of mountain- 
ous and highlands, that, in consequence of 
this height, are so cold and wet, that even 
oats cannot ripen upon them. Between this 
high land and the sea, there are extensive 
tracts of low land, (such as the land between 
Philadelphia and the Susquehanna is by the 
road to Lancaster,) gradually undulating and 
declining towards the sea. Of this, there is 
a good specimen in the tract that extends 
from Pentland hills northward, to the shore 
of the Forth, an arm of the sea, about seven 
miles broad; from the bottom of Pentland 
hills to the sea, is about seven or eight miles. 
In this short distance, viz. seven or eight 
miles from the sea, to the foot of of the hills, 
there is a very considerable rise in the sur- 
face of the land. The exact amount of this 
rise, it has not been my fortune to have seen 
stated, though as the City of Edinburgh is 
supplied with water from these hills, there 
must exist accurate measurements, a know- 
ledge of which would be useful to us on the 
present occasion, and in its absence renders 
it necessary to refer to facts that are on me- 
mory, and are applicable to the object of 
this letter, viz. inquiring into the usage of 
other countries, for the purpose of discover- 
ing the means of improving our own. 

In the space that extends from Pentland 
hills to the sea, the effects of altitude on ve- 
getation, are distinctly presented to the eye 
and understanding, in one single view. The 
ripening of grain commences at the sea side ; 
there are to be seen, the yellow fields, and 
the reapers, and in the distance, farther in- 
land and higher up, the crops are later and 
later ; and after the fields are entirely har- 
vested, in the space between Edinburgh and 
the sea, the oat fields around the village of 
Killeath are still green, for Killeath is the 
verge of the grain growing climate, and too 
high for wheat. It was so in 1790; I have 
not heard that any improvement in the past 
forty years, has extended the cultivation of 
wheat beyond the altitude of that period. 


If the American tourist was to pay some 
attention to matters of this kind, he could 
render himself useful to his country ; he could 
make us acquainted with what other people 
can do, and enlarge our own field of industry, 
and range of resource. 

The principal object of this letter is to 
consult you on a plan of cultivating Wheat, 
that may give the Farmer an increased chance 
of good crops, and also to extend the cultiva- 
tion befond its present limits. 

As any conclusion we may, by reasoning, 
come at, can only prepare us for practical 
experiment, it will be sufficient to state a few 
facts, to give the idea of what the experiment 
should be. In the Parish of Crighton, in the 
county of Edinburgh, there is a farm called 
the Saughland, the surface of which is a 
gently inclining plain, distant from the sea 
about 12 miles in a straight line. Its position 
is north of the Lammermoor, and east of the 
Pentland hills. This farm is compact, and 
contains about six hundred English acres, 
and is on the boundary line of the wheat re- 
gion; for it is only on the lower part, or one 
third of the whole, that wheat could be culti- 
vated in 1790. On this farm, I know, that 
from the time of sowing to the commenc- 
ing to reap wheat, the period was about thir- 
teen months, no less than one year and one 
month. The grain was large, but coarse in 
quality ; not so valuable as that grown on the 
lower lands, but the quantity was great, dif- 
fering very little from the crops grown in the 
more favourable climates. ‘The coarseness of 
the grain, was not all owing to the coldness 
of the climate, but in part to its wetness. The 
hills in the vicinity attract the vapours, and 
this induces the rains to commence sooner 
in their neighbourhood, and continue loncer, 
than in places at a greater distance from the 
hills. 

It is from recollection, I have to give you 
these observations, made many years since, 
and consequently, we have not that precision 
that is so desirable in matters of this kind. It 
would be very useful for us to know the exact 
distance that Killeath, and the farm spoken 
of, are from the sea, and their height above 
the level of the ocean. This, I have no re- 
collection of ever having seen stated, but that 
of Killeath, we may presume, has been ac- 
curately measured, because it is from the hills 
in its neighbourhood, that the city of Idin- 
burgh is supplied with water. | 

The circumstances have been recalled to 
memory, by some accounts I have lately 
heard, of a new practice adopted in some part 
of France, which is, that they sow their Wheat 
in June, and mix it with the two rowed bar- 
ley, a grain that vegetates and grows with 
great rapidity, and is too delicate to resist 
frost. The wheat, and its companion, the 
barley, are both mowed down in the fall, and 
fed off to the cattle. 

The practice of the Scottish farmers in the 
higher districts, and what we are told of the 
French having carried the practice still far- 
ther, and made an improvement, by sowing 
in June, and mixing it with barley, suggests 
to us the making experiments to ascertain 
the result in our own country. Itis very de- 
sirable that our farmers should, this very sea- 
son, try the sowing of wheat, mixed with bar- 
ley, so early as June; that if it answers, the 
practice may be adopted as soon and as gene- 
rally as possible. The two rowed barley must 


informed that little wheat is grown in Massa- jure the value of the wheat. In the next 


heard explained. For my part, I am not! difficulty in procuring it for the mixture, and 


be preferable to all other grains, on account. 
of its rapid growth, and the certainty that it 
is to be killed by winter. Grain that may in, 
part survive winter, would mix with, and in- 


place, we have not been in the practice of 
sowing two rowed barley; there will be some 


should it prove that the June sowing is an 


advantage, there will be a necessity for rais- 
ing or importing this kind of Barley. ‘The 


ing the June sown grain, forms the crop that 
comes to maturity in the succeeding year. 
Of late years, from some cause, even in the 
best wheat districts, the wheat crops have 
been very moderate, and precarious. Be the 
cause what it may, perhaps, early sowing will 
mitigate the evil; and the presence of the 
Barley may attract the attention of the Hes- 
sian Fly, and thus protect the Wheat from the 
ravages of that insect. 

To extend the cultivation as far north as 
possible, render the crops more certain, in 
the wheat districts, and protect it every where 
from the destructive effects of the fly, are ob- 
jects of great importance, and ought to secure 
the attention of farmers to this, and all pro- 
jects that are recommended to us by their 
feasibility, and experiment is the only test to 
be relied on, as to utility ; and the fact of 
wheat having been in the ground for thirteen 
months, and the accounts of sowing in June, 
along with barley, warrant the presumption 
that the plan may succeed here; and will in- 
duce the experiments on a moderate scale, to 
be made all over the United States. 

Where two rowed barley cannot be got, 
four rowed (viz. bear) should be used; and 
in the absence of both, employ oats; and 
should it happen, that part of the oats, or the 
four rowed barley survives the winter, their 
mixing with the wheat will injure its market 
value, but this cannot mar the experiment. 

Ihope that yourself and associates will 
give to the subject your serious attention, and 
as the season for early sowing is at hand, pro- 
ceed with as much expedition as the nature 
of the business will permit. As for this com- 
munication, you are at liberty to make such 
use of it as appears most likely to promote 
the object we have in view. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES RONALDSON. 
Woon, Esq. 
Kennebec County Agricultural Society. 


P. S. To guard against giving to you a 
project founded on false principles, I submit- 
ted the preceding to a friend, in whose good 
sense, agricultural knowledge, practical and 
theoretical, I have full confidence. I find his 
opinion 1s in favour of early sowing, and con- 
siders the plan of sowing in June, July, and 
August, worthy of your attention. At his 
instance, I request your attention to the fact, 
that the presence of lime is an essential con- 
stituent, in a good wheat soil, and that if this 
element is absent in your lands, he advises 
the farmer to manure with lime; for further 
particulars, he refers to the May, 1837, num- 
ber of the Farmer’s Register, published in 
Petersburg, Virginia. My friend recommends 
that the land, for early sowing, should be 
well prepared, and made mellow by repeated 
ploughings, and he thinks the stable, or other 
manure, should be put on, as a top dressing, 
at the commencement of winter. 


DEAF AND DUMB. 


The directors of the American Asylum, at 
Hartford, for the education and instruction of 
the deaf and dumb, have made their twenty- 
first report. It is a paper of great interest to 
all, and particularly so to the friends of the deaf 
and dumb. From the report, we learn that 
during the past year, the number of pupils 
has been one hundred and thirty-three, of 
whom twenty-one were supported by their 
friends, and the rest principally by the legis- 
latures of the several states to which they be- 
long. Among the latter, we perceive five 
from South Carolina, and nine from Georgia. 
The greatest number, forty-one, are from 
Massachusetts. It is designed to extend the 
regular course of instruction from two to five 
years, should the extension meet with appro- 
bation. 


THE DEAF AND DUMB—THE NEW YORK IN- 
STITUTION. 

The society has entered upon the nineteenth 
year of its existence, and has pullished its 
Eighteenth Annual Report—which we have 
before us, and from which we propose to con- 
dense such philosophical and statistical infor- 
mation as may be interesting to our readers. 

Funds.—The expenses or disbursements 
of the Society for the past year, including a 
smnall balance of about $3000, have been 
about $26,000, while the receipts have been 
a fraction short of $28,500. 

Pupils. —The number of pupils in the In- 
stitution at the commencement of the present 
year was 160, being 20 more than the num- 
ber of pupils the year previous. Fifty-seven 
were admitted during the year 1835, and 
thirty-seven discharged. 

Trades.—The mechanical occupations of 
the pupils, which are carried un during the 
intervals of study, are many, and adapted to 
the age, capacity, bealth, &c. of the scholars. 
The girls are taught all kinds of sewing, and 
the boys, the more important mechanical 
branches of business. 


Health.—The health of the pupils during 
the year, with the exception of one who died 
by the small pox, has been uninterrupted. 

Admission and discharges.—The whole 
number of admissions and discharges since 
1818, the time of the commencement of the 
[nstitution, has been 488 admissions, and 328 
discharges. 

Causes of Deafness. —We have been highly 
interested with that part of the report which 
treats of the causes of deafness. ‘The officers 
of the institution for years have made it a 
subject of interesting study, and by all the 
means of discovered science and social in- 
quiry, have arrived at a more definite conclu- 
sion than any we have before scen published. 
Those who were born deaf, who have entered 
the institution, number 94. ‘The number 
whose deafness is attributed to accidental 
causes, is 202. ‘The number of doubtful cases 
is 115; and those whose deafness is consider- 
ed to have originated with idiocy, are nine. 
The congenital cases of deafness, mentioned 
in the report, are supposed to have been caused 
by a malconformation of the head, and a sin- 
gular instance is mentioned of a pupil whose 
external passage to the ear was entirely want- 
ing, while the ausicle was reduced to a small 
projecting cartilage. ‘The face and head of 
this individual were otherwise deformed, and 
the occasions of deafness and deformity are 
both attributed to a fright on the part of the 
mother during the period of gestation, and 
from a_ piercing shriek uttered by a servant. 
The distressing effect upon the ears of the 
patient is supposed to have closed the ears of 
the child. But little, however, is known of 
the causes of congenital deafness; and some 
of the most scientific men of Europe doubt 
whether there is sucha thing or not. Those 
who do not believe in congenital deafness, do 
believe that the first cause is humidity derang- 
ing the glandular system. They also believe 
that this scrofulous disorder becomes heredi. 


‘scrofula, small-pox, &c. &c. 


tary in families, and corrupts the cavities of 
ears in infants, so as to produce different de- 


deafness are attributed to various diseases, 
such as measles, scarlet, spotted, and other 
fevers, colds, convulsions, inflammation, ga- 
thering in the head, falls, whooping cough, 


Sexes.—Of 520 individuals in the New 
York Institution, 282 were males, and 238 fe- 
males. It is a singular fact, that the number 
of male deaf mutes at the Hartford, Philadel- 
phia, Columbus, Danville, and the New York 
Institution, and all similar institutions in the 
world, far exceeds that of the females. In the 
United States last year, of 1613 deaf persons, 
917 were males. In nine institutions in 
France, there were 301 males, and only 193 
females. In 26 different institutions, there 
were 621 males, and 440 females. In Prus- 
sia, Saxony, the Danish provinces, Belgium, 
the Canton of Zurich in Switzerland, the same 
difference of number exists as in the United 
States and France. ‘The report before us 
gives no satisfactory explanation for these dif- 
ferences in the sexes; and as yet, we believe 
no explanation has been given by the officers 
of the foreign institutions. 

Marriages, §c.—Of the thirty-nine mar- 
riages of the deaf and dumb belonging to 
the American Society at Hartford, and the 
New York Institute, there has been no case 
of congenital deafness on the part of the 
children. Instances, however, have been 
known of hereditary deafness, but they are 
not common. But we are told of an ex- 
ample of eight persons of two gencrations at 
Paris, children of five families connected by 
blood, who were all born deaf. Ancther ex- 
ample is given of nine persons connected by 
birth, and deaf at birth. A melancholy ex- 
ample is also given of a young female, who 
was rendered deaf in consequence of a rose- 
bug finding its way into the ear. She had 
three cousins in one family who were deaf 
from birth. Such instances are rare. 

Among other curious facts in the report, 
we find one where there was a family of 
twelve children, six of whom were born al- 
ternately deaf. Another similar instance is 
given in the New York institution in a family 
of fourteen children, seven of whom were 
born alternately deaf. | 

We should be glad to extend our extracts 
from this interesting report, did our columns 
permit an extended notice. We look upon 
the New York Institution as one of the 
proudest monuments of philanthropy, and we 
commend it heartily to the patronage of all 
our citizens. We have among usa large class 
of sufferers, born in the womb of afiliction 
and nursed in the bosom of sorrow and dis- 
appointment. ‘To give a home to the house- 
less,—to feed the hungry,—toclothe the naked, 
and to teach those to hear and to speak whose 
mouths and ears have been stopped by an act 
of Providence, the wisdom of which we are 
not permitted to know—is but an act of jus- 
tice and noble generosity on the part of those 
who have eves to see and ears to hear, and, 
added to those blessings, the endearing one of 
speaking their own thoughts. —L.rpress. 


NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION CONVENTION 


This body met at Utica on the 11th and 
12th of Niay. The Hon. J. D. Hammond, of 
Cherry Valley, was President, Professor Pot- 
ter, of Union College, and Messrs. McCall, 
Mitchell, Hungerford, Ingraham, Loomis, and 
Wilson, Vice Presidents. About one hundred 
members were present. A constitution was 
adopted, and the title is, ‘“ New York State 
Socicty for the Improvement of Common 
Schools.” Several lectures were delivered, 
and Professor Potter’: address is highly ex- 
tolled. 


DANGER OF MODERATE DRINKING. 


Do not say that I exaggerate your exposure 
to intemperance. Jet no man say, when he 
thinks of a drunkard, broken in health and 
spoiled in intellect, ‘I can never so fall.’ He 
thought as little of falling in his earlier years. 
The promise of his youth was as bright as 
yours; and even after he began his down- 
ward course, he was as unsuspicious as the 
firmest around him, and would have repelled as 
indignantly the admonition to beware of in- 
temperance. ‘The danger of this vice lies in 
its almost imperceptible approach. Few who 
fall by it, know of its accesses. Youth does 
not see or suspect drunkenness in the spark- 
ling beverage which quickens all its suscep- 
tibilities of joy. ‘The invalid does not see it 
in the cordial, which his physician prescribes, 
and which gives new tone to his debilitated 
organs. ‘The man of thought and genius de- 
tects no palsying poison in the draught, which 
seems a spring of inspiration to intellect and 
imagination. The lover of svcial pleasure 
little dreams that the glass which animates 
conversation will ever be drunk in solitude, 
and will sink him too low for the intercourse 
in which he now delights. Intemperance 
comes with noiseless step, and binds its first 
cords with a touch too light to be felt. ‘This 
truth of mournful expericuce should be trea- 
sured up by us all, and should influence the 
habits and arrangement of domestic and so- 
cial life in every class of the community.— 
Dr. Channing. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 
MKS. PETER JONES. 


Most of the readers of the public press 
probably recollect the publication of a roman- 
tic story of a young lady of London, possessed 
of wealth and great personal beauty, who two 
or three years ago, became enamored of Peter 
Jones, a Seneca Indian, a missionary, and 
married him, in despite of the remonstrances 


the common mode. 
serves its flavour much longer; and the milk, 
being left sweet, 1etains its value for ordi- 
nary uses. 


two hours; then spread it on a table and rub 
it with pumice or rough stone, to make it 
wheat that remains in the stubble, after reap- | grees of deafness. ‘The causes of accidental | soft and pliant. 


Patent Butter.—We learn from the Silk 


Culturist that the Emperor of Russia has is- 
sued a patent to one of his subjects, for a 
new method of making butter. i 

simmer the milk, while still sweet, fifteen 
minutes, taking care not to burn it, and then 
churn it. 


t is thus; 


The butter comes very soon, and 
is of a quality much superior to that made in 
It is richer and pre- 


The experiment is so easy and promises so 
much, both in respect to saving of labour and 


superior results, that it invites trial very 


strongly. It is now some time since we were 
a boy, but our arms ache even yet, to think of 
an old style churn. | 


WIHIETHAM, anp CriassicaL Boox- 

SELLER, No. 22 South Fourth street, has lately 
published the following valuable Books : | 
Neale’s History of the Puritans, 3 vols. 8vo.; Wit- 
sius on the Covenants, 2 do. do.; Massillon’s Sermons, 
1 do. do.; Ellis on Divine Things, 1 do. 12mo.; Fizher’s 
Marrow of Modern Divinity, 1 do. do.; Leland’s Deisti- 
cal Writers, 1 do. 8vo.; Denning’s Jewish Antiquities, 
1 do. do.; Cole on God’s Sovereignty, 1 do. 12mo.; 
Howe’s Delighting in Jesus, 1 do. 18mo.; Brown’s 
Christian Pastor’s Manual; 1 do. 12mo.; Christian An- 
tiquities, by Rev. C. S. Henry, 1 do 8vo.; Drew on the 
Soul, 1 do. 12mo.; Drew on the Resurrection, do. do. ; 
Dick’s ‘Theology, 2 do. 8vo.; Alexander’s Evidence, 
new cdition, 1 do. 12mo.; Lectures on Theology, by 
the late Rev. John Dick, D. D., Minister of the Unites 
Associate Congregation, Greyfriars, Glasgow, and Pro- 
fessor of ‘Theology to the United Session Church. Pub- 
lished under the superintendence of his son. With a 
Preface, Memoir, &c. by the American Editor. Second 
American Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 


The Bridgewater Treatises Complete. 


Comprising the following valuable works :—Buck- 

land’s Geology; Roget’s Animal and Vegetable Phisi- 

ology ; Kirby’s History and Habits of Animals; Chal- 

mers on Man; Prout’s Chemistry ; Kidd on Man; 

Lisa Astronomy ; Bell on the Hand, complete in 
vols. 8vo. 


HEAP LAW BOOK STORE.—The Subscriber 

is selling off his Stock of Law Buoks at very re- 
duced prices. ‘The assortment is large, and comprises 
all Law Books in general use. 

ROBERT H. SMALL, 
No. 23 Minor street, Philadelphia. 

June 24—tf. 
NANTON GINGER.—Fine Young Ginger Pre- 
4 serve in Sugar Candy Syrup, for sale at the Tem- 
perance Tea and Family | Hest Store, S. W. Corner 


Dock and Second streets. 
JAMES R. WEBB. 


ISEMAN’S LECTURES.—Twelve Lectures om 
the Connexion between Science and Revealed 
Religion, delivered in Rome by Nicholas Wiseman, 
D. D., Principal of the English College, and Professor 

in the University of Rome. First American edition. 
Poole’s Synopsis, 5 vols folio; Middleton’s Letter 
from Rome; Lampe’s Commentary on John; Barrow’s 
Works, 8 vols; Bishop Latimer’s Sermons; Witsius 
on the Creed; Whitby on the New Testament, 2 vols ; 
Ambroses’ Works, folio; Warburton’s Works, 12 vols ; 
Owen’s Works, 21 vols; Simeon’s Works, 21 vols; 
Walton’s Prolegomena. With a general assortment 
of Theological and Classical Books, for sale at No. 134 
Chesnut strect, Philadelphia, by 
HENRY PERKINS. 


OBERT CARTER, Theological, and Classical 

Bookseller No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau- 

rens, New York, has constantly on hand a Jarge and 

general assortinent of Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 

laneous Books. Orders from a distance will always re- 
ceive proinpt attention. August 6.—ti. 


LD ESTABLISHED TEMPERANCE TEA 
STORE AND FAMILY GROCERY, No. 244 
Market strect, Philadelphia, where is kept constantly 
on hand, it is believed, as large and complete an assort- 
ment of Groceries (Liquors excepted) as can be found 
at any similar establishment in the union. 

The subscribers, from their long experience in the 
business, feel assured that they can give satisfaction, 
both as it regards the quality or price of goods, to all 
who may favour them with their patronage. Their 
assortment embraces Green and Biack ‘Teas, of latest 
importation and of every quality and variety ; Sperm 
Oil, winter, fall, and summer strained; 30 baskets 
Bordeaux Sweet Oil, of best quality; 25° boxes New 
Bedford Sperm Candles; also, just received, 15 boxes 
Judd’s patent Sperm Candles, assorted colours, a beau- 
tiful article; Hams, Jersey and Western cured ; 
Italian Bologna Sausages, warranted genuine; 12 
cases Vermicclli and Maccaroni, just imported; 
fine Parmason Cheese; also, Sap Sago, Duteh Edam, 
English Cheddar, and American Pine Apple Cheese ; 
Boston Syrup Molasses; Baker’s Cocoa Paste, a very 
nutritious article and easily prepared for use, and 
highly recommended by eminent Physicians of Boston 
for the sick and convalescent; also, Baker’s and 
Kitchen’s Cocoa and Chocolate; Canton Preserved 
Ginger, in white Sugar Syrup; West India Preservee, 
embracing Limes, Pine Apples, Guavas, Oranges, Ci- 
tron, Hliccacos and Ginger; Mocha Coffee, in small 
bales, suitable for family use; also, Ceylon, Java, La- 
guyra, and Rio Coffees; Princeton Crackers and Soda 
Biscuit; Lemon Syrup; Urderwood’s Pickles and 
Sauces, a complete assortment ; Palm and Castile Soap, 
&c. &e. 

N. B. All orders from the country will be promptly 
attended to, and Goods carefully packed and sent to 
any part of the city free of expense. 


june 10. BALDWIN & COLTON. 


APLE SUGAR.—Just received a few barrels of 
"4 fine Maple Sugar, at the ‘Temperance Tea and 
Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 
Second streets, Philadelphia. 
JAMES R. WEBB. 


Also for sale, fine Canton Sugar and free Loaf Sugar. 
june 10. 


EW PUBLICATIONS.—Cifnning on Tempe- 
rance—An Address on Temperance, by William 
£.Channing. Fox’s Ministry of Christ—The Misistry 
of Jesus Christ ; compiled and arranged from the four 
Gospcls, for families and Sunday Schools; with Poetical 
illustrations and notes; by ‘I’. B. Fox. Danforth’s 
Life of Walton—Memoir of William C. Walton, late 
Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Alexan~ 
dria, D. C. and of the Free Church in Hartford, Conn 
by Joshua N, Danforth. Mine’s Poems—'he Infant, 
a Poem, in four books, by the Rev. John Mines; to 
which are added, Miscellaneous Poems, by the same 
author. Mrs. Sherwood’s Storics on the Catechism— 
Stories Explanatory of the Catechism ; by Mrs. Sher- 
wood. <A {ew copies of the above just received and 
for sale by H. PERKINS 
No. 134 Chesnut strect, Philadelvhia. 


of friends and the scandal of the world. Mrs. 
Jones migrated to the west, soon after her 
inarriage, with her aboriginal Jord; but, at 
last, having become disgusted with the life he 


led her, she secretly abdicated his wigwam, 
and returned to England, in the packet of the 
16th of May. During the sojourn of Mrs. 
Jones in the west, she became the mother of 
two children, both of whom are dead. The 
romance of this young woman, almost equals 
that of Lady Esther Stanhope. | 


Morocco Leather.—The following is the 
method of preparing the morocco leather at 


Mogadore. Wash the skin in fresh water, 
take away all the fleshy particles, mix together 
two pounds of alum, two pints of buttermilk, 
two or three handfuls of barley meal, and 
spread the mixture on the inside of the skin; 
fold and press it well; then leave it for two 
days. On the third day wash it in sea-water, 
and hang it up; then spread upon it two 
pounds of roche alum, powdered, and leave 
it for two or three days, then dry it in the 
sun; sprinkle one or two pints of fresh water 
on it, fold it, and let imbibe the water for | 


SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—S. Woo.sriner, Principal. 
The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 
Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 
James Patterson, Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt, 
Esq. ‘The place is healthy, and easy of access. 
april 1—23t* 


ORISON’S PILLS.—The Original and Genuine 
Hygeian Universal Vegetable Medicines of the 
British College of Health, may de obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No. 245 South Seventh Street, three 


_| doors below Market street, Philadelphia. For general 


convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 eent 
boxes, and No. 1. and No. 2. separate. Respectable 
partics who have been benefitted by the medicines, 
and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
pointed sub-agents on application as above. The public 
is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations 

may 13—-12t.* 


SALMS AND f1YMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their beuetit, both large and small size and ip fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number, 
All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others wil 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 


SOLOMON ALLEN, 


ew—tf No. 117 Chesnut street. 
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